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Rev. JOHN STURGES, M. A. 
DE T T 2 X I: 
REVEREND IVY 


I HAVE read your *©* Con/iderations on 
the preſent State of the Church Eſta- 


Zi iſhment, with that attention, I hope, 


e ſubject requires, and with that 
which their candour and libera- 
titled. Your reaſonings, I will 


readily own, appeared ſpecious and plauſi- 


ble; and your defence of the Church EI 
tabliſhment, to be conducted on the moſt_ 
rational as well as liberal principles it will 


admit. But I muſt be allowed to fay, that 


they are not convincing and ſatisfactory to 
me. Whether this be owing to early bias 
to another ſide; to a habit of viewing the 
ſubject in a very different light; or to real 
defects in your arguments, 1 will not abſo- 


tutely decide, You have appealed to the 
= pub- 


b 
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public, and to the public Would I offer my 


reaſons; and before it lay that view of the 


ſubject, which appears to me juſt and ſcrip- 
tural. The queſtion is evidently of public 
conſequence, and therefore calls for an 
open diſcuſſion . 

I promiſe myſelf that 88 ſhall eſ- 
cape from me, in this debate, inconſiſtent 
with that moderation and candour, with 
which you reaſonably expect that men 
ſhould treat one another, p. 2. of which 
your own piece 1s ſo amiable an example, 
and to which you have, a courſe, a pq 
liar claim: ' | 


' Your ſecond letter, Sir, I e hend you 


conſider as containing the fort of your ar- 


gument. The other letters ſeem to touch 


upon points only remotely connected with 


the leading queſtion. The 3 contains 


the firſt principles, and exhibits the baſis 


on which reſts your whole defence of the 
Church Eſtabliſhment. On this it is there 


© Whenever ho intereſts of truth nd liberty are at- 
tacked, it is to be wiſhed that ſome would ſtand up in 
their defence, whether they acquit themſelves better 
than their predeceſſors in the ſame good old cauſe, or 
not. New 6ooks in defence of any principles whatever, 
will be read by many perſons, who will not look into 
eld books for the proper anſwers to them. Dr. n 8 
Eſſay on Government, Preface, p. 8. of 2d edit. 
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1 
fore my deſign to beſtow particular atten- 
tion, only requeſting the exerciſe of that 
candour to myſelf, with which you have ſo 
handſomely treated the ae boy of which 


L am a member. I am, ; 
Rand Sir, 
with great reſpect, 


your obedient humble Servant, | 
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1 
LET TER II. 


T is the avowed deſign, Sir, of your ſe- 
cond letter to ſtate the principles, on 


which, according to your conception, all 
religious ſocieties muſt be founded, p. 7. 
And the following paragraphs, I appre- 
hend, may be produced, as clearly and fully 
afligning theſe principles. 


co 


— > 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


If religion, you obſerve, were to ſub- 
ſiſt only in the hearts of individuals, 
without the concurrence: of others, or 
any external profeſſion of it; if God 
had not meant, that in this infiuace. as 
well as in all others, we ſhould be ſocial 
creatures, the truths and precepts which. 
we collect by our reaſon, and which are 
delivered to us by revelation, would then 


in their naked ſtate be ſufficient to make 


us in this manner religious: we might 
certainly think of God as we pleaſed, 
and offer to him in what manner we 
pleaſe our ſolitary worſnip. But if we 
are not ſatisfied with that, if we are 
prompted by our nature to unite with 


others in the adoration of the Supreme 


Ty Being, and feel dur religion imperfect 


„ without 


— — 3 


1 

without doing ſo, we muſt in ſome re- 
ſpects agree with thoſe others; there 
muſt be ſome mutual compliances, and 
certain regulations muſt be admitted, 

both with reſpec to the outward form 
of worſhip, and the opinions en 
by. it . 

Without ſome regulations of the out- 
ward form, in which the worſhippers: 


are agreed, it is impoſſible that public 


worſhip can ſubſiſt even in its ſimpleſt 
ſhape; and as the reaſon of this wor- 
ſhip, the manner of our addreſſing God, 

and the duties which we ſuppoſe him 
to require from us, ariſe from the opi- 
nions we form concerning Him, con- 
cerning his attributes and government, 
it is plain, that without a certain agree- 
ment in theſe opinions, it is impoſſible 


for different, perſons to join in the wor- 
ſhip of God, and in giving and receiv- 


ing religious inſtruction, which uſuall 
makes part of it. A Jew or a Chrif. 
tian, could not join with an old Hea-- 


then in worſhipping his numerous and. 
| imaginary deities. A Proteſtant cannot 
* concur with a Papiſt in offering his 


prayers to the Virgin Mary, to. angels 
and to ſaints. The fame prayers, and 
the ſame inſtruction, cannot well ſuit 


A 4. „ thoſe. 
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1 
*« thoſe Proteſtants who differ about the 
object of their worſhip, or about the ne- 
ceſſity of good works to their ſalvation. 
Every united ſet of worſhippers muſt 
therefore, agree in certain forms and opi- 
nions ; and they muſt make ſuch agree- 
ment the condition, on which others 


«c 


«cc 


«c 


may be admitted to their ſociety. They 


cc 


mult preſcribe, like all other ſocieties, 


© theſe conditions for themſelves; and 


cc 
them, muſt either not enter into ſuch a 
* ſociety, or retire from it. "Pages 9, 
10 11. N 

Theſe are the Ne on which youre- 


preſent the Church Eſtabliſhment as found 


ed, and which you apprehend are unex- 


ceptionable ; ** whether in the application 


of theſe you have been ſo fortunate in 
e 411 reſpects, you add, is a matter that 
« will admit Pd more diſpute,” 24, 26. 
In the former idea I cannot perfectly agree 


with you, incontrovertible as you appre- 


hend theſe principles to be : as to the lat- 
ter, that the juſtneſs of their application 


will admit of diſpute I perfectly agree with | 
you; though I cannot grant, that it is more 


diſputable than the juſtneſs of the princi- 
* themſelves: 4 think the principles, and 
your 


— 4 % 


thoſe who do not chuſe to comply with 


1 


miſſible. 


But for a few minutes, let the prop riety | 


of the application be admitted ; let it be 


granted, that the Church of England is 
founded on theſe principles: yet can this, 


Sir, be regarded as a full and adequate vin 
dication of her? You yourſelf appear to be 


ſenſible that it is not. To © multiply the 


public opinions, by which one church 
« 1s diſtinguiſhed from others, on thoſe 
** ſubjects eſpecially which are difficult and 
« diſputable, is, you juſtly obſerve, p. 27. 


to multiply the conditions required from 


© thoſe who would accede to it, and tomake 


their union with it leſs practicable.” 

«« Our articles, you ſubjoin, I confeſs, 
«« appear liable to theſe objections; the par- 
* ticulars of them are too numerous; the 
e ſubjects of ſome of them of a moſt ob- 
« ſcureand diſputable kind, where it may 
*« ſeem unneceſſary, and perhaps i improper 
*« to go ſo far in defining, p. 27, 28. 
You, therefore, judge, that a reviſion of 
the articles and forms, undertaken at a pro- 
per time, under the authority of the itate, 


| would much contribute to her intereſts and 
| honour, „ | 
To make theſe conceflions, though ſo 


modeſtly and tenderly, is to grant, that how 
{141 Eo. f Juit 


your application of them, oy inad- 


[ 10 1 
juſt or unexceptionable ſoever the princi- 
ples be, on which the Church Eftabliſh- 


ment is founded, yet the church has gone 


beyond the point, to which theſe princi- 
ples will apply as a juſtification. Theſe 
ſame general principles, for any thing I ſee 


to the contrary, may be alledged by the 


adyocates of the Church of Rome, as the 


foundation of her eſtabliſhment. She, as 


well as every ſociety, may plead, ©* that 
& without certain regulations no ſocieties 
& gan exiſt. She may ſay, © we find in the 
«. fcriptures the doctrines and precepts of 
our religion; but if many perſons chuſe 
to join in an external profeſſion of this 


SK 
4. 


% 
«c_ 


tain perſons ; the naked doctrines and 
{ precepts will not adminiſter themſelves, 
any more than the abſtract idea of juſ- 
*« tice will be ſufficient to anſwer the pur- 
<« poſes of a ſtate, without applying it, 
„ making it effectual, and giving, as it 
were, a body to it by laws.” Page 14. 


cc 


Would this reaſoning be deemed a hi- 


cent vindication of her eſtabliſhment ? of 
all the doctrines ſhe preſcribes ? of all the 


duties and ceremonies ſhe enjoins ? Would 


it not be expected from an advocate for her 
to ſhew, that in the uſe of the powers be- 


longing 


religion, this profeſſion muſt be admi- 
© niſtered in a certain form, and by cer 
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longing to her as a ſneiery; the had nor 


exceeded; that ſhe had formed no articles, 


and introduced no rites, but what were par- 
ticularly conſonant to the religion, which 


it was the intention of her ſocial union to 


profeſs ? As it will be cafily allowed, that 


laws, made for the Are of practical 
juſtice, may be very unreaſonable, unrighte- 


ous, and oppreſſive; ſo can it be denied, 

that religious ſocieties may adopt opinions: 
and practices ſuperſtitious, erroneous, and 
pernicious? In“ Confiderations” advanced 


in defence of any Eſtabliſhment, fome- 


thing more is wanted to be proved, than 
that it is founded upon unexceptionable 
principles. It ſhould: be ſhewn, that it: 


keeps within the line of its juſt and Prager. 


powers and authority. 

Here, Sir, your ee eee in my 0 
pinion, are very defective. We, Who are 
diſſenters from your Eſtabliſhment, are? 
much at a loſs to reconcile many things i in 
it to the ſuſt and right uſe of the ſuppoſed: 
powers you claim on its behalf. We can-- 
not ſee that theſe powers can extend ſo far, 
as to give Chriſtianity quite a different ap- 
pearance from what it bears in the New 
Teſtament; to enact rites, about which the 


ſacred code is perfectly ſilent, and uſages 
to o Which it gives no countenance. Sim 


A 6 „ plicity, 


©: is ] 
* „ plicity, we think, is a diſtinguiſhing 
<.charaCteriſtic of Chriſtianity. Simple 


*in its worſhip, in oppoſition to pomp, 
. ceremony, and ſuperſtition; ---{1mple in 
its government, in oppoſition to nume- 


« rous offices later ages have introduced ; 
« ...-ſimple in its communion, in oppoſiti- 
cc 
« laries v. 

To us the Church * England appears 
to furniſh numerous examples, of a groſs 


and culpable deviation from this ſimplicity. 


Various innovations are blended with its 


profeſſion of Chriſtianity; as if the divine 
Author of our faith, either had not a clear 
and comprehenſive view of all that was 


neceſſary to the improvement of his diſ- 


ciples in piety, or for giving his religion 
am efficacious promulgation. We are ready 


to aſk, Is confirmation an inſtitution of 


Chriſt? Is the office: , god-fathers and 


god-mothers an inſtitution of Chriſt ? IS 
the ab/olution of the fick an inſtitution of 
Chriſt ? Are the cro/5 in baptiſm---bowing' 


at the name of ee dee e to- 
wards the eaſt---the conſecration of churches 


---appointments of Chriſt ? Is the requi- 


ſition of Aneeling at the Lord's Supper, or 


Sir Harry 7. 9 8 Anſwer in the Services at his 
Ordination, p. * 
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the poſture itſelf, an ordinancg of Chriſt? 
Are the feſtrvals and holidays, obſerved by 

the church, appointments of Chriſt ? We 

know (and we rejoice in the utility of thoſe 

proviſions for the ſpread of truth and piety) 

that HE gave ſome apoſtles, ſome paftors and 
L teachers; but where do we read, that He 
gave arch-deacons, deans, prebends, canons, 
3 precentors, Sc. Above all, is the worſhip 
of one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 
an appointment of Chriſt? Is there any 
precept in the New Teſtament that en- 
jjoins it, or any example of its being practiſ- 
ed by the apoſtles, to give it authority ? 
lt muſt be granted, that theſe are all Hu- 
man inventions and regulations. But from 
whence doth any religious ſociety, derive 
a power to form and appoint practices and 
regulations at its pleaſure? The declaration 
of our great Maſter, In vain do you wor- 
* ſhip, teaching for doctrines the com- 
© mandments of men,” itrongly affects 
Hur minds. If the truth of this declara- 
tion be regarded, it may be juſtly feared, \ 
that the commandments of men above e- ] 
numerated, fruſtrate :the ends of the wor- 
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ſhip with which they are connected. at 
leaſt our minds cannot be reconciled to the | 
uſe of them; unleſs it be ſhewn, that the i 


Church, in the appointment of them, doth | 
: not - #| 


— 


I 14 ] 
not go beyond the authority, with which 
the is ſuppoſed, as a ſociety, to be inveſted. 

It may be preſumed, that the principles 
which you conſider as the baſis of the 
Church Eſtabliſhment, ought to be carri- 
ed into practice only within certain limits 
and reſtrictions; otherwiſe the door is 
thrown wide open for every practice and | 

opinion, which human w:/dom may think 

true and uſeful---po/rcy deem decent---or 
fancy judge pleaſing and beautiful. Phi- 
loſophy may incorporate its ſpeculations.. | 
Superſtition may lend its fopperies. The 
gloomy and the gay, will each be for giv- || 
ing to the profeſſion of religion a dreſs ſuit- 
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„ able to their own tempers ; and the forms 4 
1 of it will be as various, as are the taſtes + 
tf of its votaries. But You will be far from 


allowing this unbounded power. If ſo, $ 
where is the line to be drawn? When may | 
it be ſaid, ſo far a religious ſociety may go 


„ and no farther? To draw this line, and 

I to ſnew, that. the Church of England hathy 

if not exceeded the prerogatives belonging to 

i any religious ſociety, is, in my opinion, 
i an important defderatum. in your Con- 
il « fiderations.” Ter 
1 I am, &c. 
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LETTER II. 


N the former letter ed Sir, upon 
the ſuppoſition, that the opinions and 


forms which diſtinguiſh the Church of 


England from other Churches, are choſen 
and ſettled by the Church. This is a point 


which is preſumed in the Conſiderati- 


ons, as What admits no denial or doubt; 
but I beg leave to controvert it; nay, I 
will even venture to aſſert, that it is not 
the fact, and conſequently, that the prin- 
ciples advanced by you do not apply to the 
defence of the Eſtabliſhment. 

There is ſomething faſcinating in "RE 
Calm and judicious perſons themſelves are: . 
miſled, and miſlead others, by them. The 


word church is an example of the truth of. 
this remark. What evil paſſions, what 
jealouſies, what rage hath it not raiſed? In 


your piece, Sir, it is uſed in a ſenſe or 
manner which addreſſes only the cool, diſ- 
paſſionate mind, and ſeems to enliſt reaſon 
on its fide. We applaud the good temper 
with which it is uſed, and are almoſt per- 
ſuaded to yield to che concluſion, drawn 


. 1 from 
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from the ſenſe it appears to bear. We 


ſhould be more likely to do ſo, were your 


explanation of it a true deſcription of the 
conſtitution for which it ſtands. But when 
the meaning of the term is inveſtigated 


and aſcertained, and that meaning is appli- 
ed to the principles of the Confiderati- 
ons, the reaſoning in them appears falla- 


cious, and the concluſions unſatisfactory. 
The Church of England, you ſay, re- 
*« gulates her own forms, and declares her 
«« own opinions; but in ſo doing, ſhe lays 
no claim to infallibility. She judges 
"* herſelf as an individual does, and 
acts accordingly,” p. 23. And in ano- 


ther place, The rights which the Church 


«© of England exerciſes with reſpect to her 


« own forms and opinions, are rights 


which muſt belong to every Church, 


p. 20. The claims of the church, thus 
ſtated, are modeſt and decent; and fuch as, 
it may be ſuppoſed, cannot, on any prin- 


ciples of equity and moderation, be denied. 


Nay, they are ſo deſirable, ſo juſt, at leaſt, 


when conſidered in contradiſtinction to any 


controuling power, which any body of men, 
or other ſociety might uſurp over her, that 
J ſincerely with, that the Church of Eng- 


"axe, did poſſeſs and did exerciſe theſe 
powers; 
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powers; did regulate her own forms and 
* opinions; did judge for herſelf. | 

The word church muſt mean, 1n your 
uſe of it, I apprehend, either as the nine- 
teenth article defines it, a congregation 
« of faithful men; or, according to the 
uſe of it in acts of parliament, 6 all eccle- 
** ſiaſtical perſons * ; or, according to a 
certain writer, an Saber of men, who are 


( ſet apart by Chriſtianity, and dedicated 


to this very purpoſe of public inftruc- 
tion .“ In neither of theſe ſenſes can 
the Church of England be ſaid to have 
{ſettled her own forms and opinions. 

She is wholly a creature of the ſtate, the 
rubricks in the liturgy are part of the ta- 
fute law of the land, reſting upon the au- 
thority of acts of parliament. The articles 
of religion, commonly called the 7hirry- 
nine articles, form another part of the a- 
tute law, deriving their - bing” force 
from an act of parliament þ T.- 

Its origin and progreſs are owing not to 
itſelf, but to regal pleaſure and legiſlative 
ee Who rejected the Power of 


* Gary's Eccleſiaſtical Law, p. 15. 
7 The author of an Eſſay on bee as quoted 


1 by Dr. B. Dawſon in his . of the Eflay, | 


P- 28. 
. | Gaer's Eccleſiaſtical Law, p. 13. 
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1 
the pope, with which commenced the Re- 
formation? Not the people; they were un- 
der the power of the prieſts; not the 
clergy, they repeatedly incurred a premu- 
nire for having acknowledged a foreign ju- 
riſdiction. If they complied with the 
change made by Henry VIII. the compli- 
ance was not. the effect of, conviction and 
choice, but proceeded from attachment to 
their preferments*. By an ac of parlia- 


ment was the king declared Supreme Head 


of the Church of England. This was the N 


deed of the commons; but it is well known, 


how the commons were directed and over- 
awed by the haughty monarch, to whom 


they transferred the prerogatives, which 
the popes had, for many ages, claimed and 


poſſeſſed. When, in the year 1536, the 
convocation fat to examine ſome points of 
religion, nothing was determined, till the 
king had ſent down certain articles to be 
conſidered by them. What he dictated, 


they adopted +. Every ſtep of the Re- 


formation, during his reign, is to be re- 
folved into his ſuggeſtion, influence, and 


authority, 


_* BumrneT's Hiſtory of the Reformation abridged. 8 
pages 69, 76, and 141, Book 1. 


+ Id. p. 169—174, B. 1. 
OT Its 


t & } 

— Its progreſs and confirmation waited on 
- the pleaſure of his royal ſucceſſor and his 
e council. Acts of parliament again ſettled 
= points of faith and forms of worſhip ; ab- 
=- # rogated ſome ceremonies, continued the uſe 
© of others, and authorized new forms of 
Y devotion. _. | . 


In the reign of Mary, neither the clergy — 
nor the people, had the wiſdom or power a 
to maintain that form of religion which i 
they had ſo lately received, with humble 1 
ſubmiſſion, from the preceding kings. 
New parliaments, formed illegally, and a 
corrupted by penfions, annulled and revok- 0 


cd all that, in the former reigns, had been 
determined and ratified. Firſt, the laws "i 
* of Eduard VI. were repealed, and then the f 
ſupremacy, which was claimed by Henry 
VIII. was diſcarde ke. ; 
When Elizabeth fucceeded; matters f g 
religion were again diſcuſſed, not in the 
convocations of the clergy, nor aſſemblies 
of the people, but in her cabinet; and re- 
ligion again received a new form. Some 
exiles, indeed, whom her acceſſion to the 
throne had invited to return, and ſome zeal- 


N p ace : 2 2 — ye 
2 "ns Mm > FRI woe : on MF. bs Pas, * 
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ous people began, in many places, to break q 
images and ſet up king Edward's ſervices. | 
again : but upon this, the queen required 
her ſubjects, by proclamation, to avoid al! 

| | | inno- | 
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innovations, and to uſe no other forms but 


thoſe that ſhe kept up in her chapel, till it ; 


ſhould beotherwiſeappointed in parliament ; 
which accordingly, under the queen's di- 
rection, authority, and pleaſure, did ſettle 
the forms and opinions now. received. 
Though the biſhops reviewed the articles; 
though the convocation judged fit to de- 
termine, moſt explicitly and ſtrongly, a- 
gainſt the notion of the real preſence in 
the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper; yet 
they were over-ruled by the ſentiments of 
the queen's council, and their determina- 
tion was daſhed out of the original copy, 
and ſuppreſſed in the printed copies of the 
articles . SEE ne 

From this ſhort hiſtorical review, how 
doth it appear that the Church of Eng- 
land, in any ſenſe of the word, hath been 
left at liberty to exert the powers, or en- 
joy the privileges of a voluntary ſociety, the 
power of ſettling its own conſtitution, and 
fixing the conditions of communion with 
it? Neither the people nor the clergy pre- 


ſented remonſtrances againſt the errors f 


Popery, offered petitions ſoliciting a new: 
and better eſtabliſhment, or gave the com- 


mons inſtructions for carrying into execu- 


ld. p. 366, B. 1 6 
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tion a new plan of faith, and a new model 
of religious rites and — govern- 
ment. 

As the Chureh of England did not ſets 
tle its own faith and e ſo neither can 
ſhe change, correct, or improve them. In 
the ſpirit of Chriſtian benevolence you 
juſtly and liberally obſerve, «© that Chriſ- 
*« tians ſhould be invited by every conci- 
« liating meaſure to join in one profeſ- 
« fon; that all invidious diſtinctions, all 
«© unneceſlary impediments ſhould be re- 
« moved; ſmaller differences ſhould be 
5 dropped by all parties, provided that 1 in 
greater things they can be made toagree, 
p. 27. Now can the Church exerciſe any 


right in ſtheſe reſpects? Can it remove 


unneceſſary impediments? Can it ſet aſide 
the ſmaller differences between it and other 
Chriſtians, which are impoſed as condi- 
tions of communion with it? You candid- 
ly own, that a reviſion of her forms 
+: would do honour- to the Church, . 
142, But can this reviſion, how deſire- 


able, how expedient ſoever, be effected ei 


ther by the clergy, or the people? You are 
ſenſible that it cannot. Whatever rights 
the Church, as a ſociety, may poſſeſs, ſhe 
has no right, or power, or liberty to exert 


her rights. The remark of a liberal 


writer 


writer of your Church is pertinent here: 
As religion is in moſt countries inter- 

* woven with the ſtate, every innovation | 
in the one will be deemed faction and 

* ſedition in the other; and the magiſ- 

e trate, for his own fake, will not ſuffer 

any change in religion: hence the groſſ- 

* eſt abſurdities of enthuſiaſm and ſuper- 

« ſtition, when once eſtabliſhed, will be 

«« ſtrongly guarded by ambition, and have, 

like the tree of life, a flaming fword 

«© turning every way to defend it“. 

This is the caſe of the Church of Eng- 

laud. You, Sir, can inform me, that it 

is not lawful for any ſort of miniſters or | 
lay perſons, or either of them, to make ca- 

nons, without the king's authority; and | 

that to affirm it is, ſhall be excommunica- 

tion ipſo facto +. You can inſtruct me, that 

the biſhop of the dioceſe ſhall take order 

for the quieting or appeaſing of any doubt 

that may ariſe in the uſe and practice of 
1 the book of Common Prayer; yet the ſame 

i order muſt not be contrary to any thing con- 
tained in the ſaid book. You can'tell me, 
that any miniſter, refuſing to uſe the Book 
of Common Prayer, incurreth ſevere 
nalties ; and that a5 perion « or 0 who 


—— — 


j Co Get 8 63 p. „„ | 
* Grey? s Eccleſiaſtical Law, p. 340. A 
ſhall 


(1 
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4 ſhall by open fact or deed, or by open 


threatnings, compel, or cauſe, or otherwiſe | 


procure, or maintain any miniſter to uſe 
any other form, or ſhall interrupt the uſe 
of this, ſhall pay certain fines ; and for the 


third offence forfeit goods and chattels, _ 


be impriſoned for life *. 


Can a Church thus under the trammels 


of authority, thus debarred all power of 
following the dictates of her own judg- 


ment; can ſuch a Church be faid © to 


judge for herſelf, and to act according- 
« ly?” Can ſuch a Church, which is con- 


ſtrained and tied up to the uſe of certain 


forms and modes, under heavy penalties, 
make pretenſions to rights, which ſhe 
** exerciſes with reſpect to her own forms 
* and opinions?“ Then the ſubjects of 


deſpotiſm may vaunt themſelves of a ſhare 


in legiſlation---Then a ſlave may rattle his 
chains and boaſt of his liberty . | 
Will it be alledged, that the: miniſters 


and members of this Church have delega- 


ted to the legiſlature a power to ſettle the 


faith, and regulate their forms? But when 


was this large commiſſion given ? Where 
NS EO I: 
+ The matchleſs John Milton was intended for the 
Church, but would not enter it on perceiving that he 
muſt firſt ſubſcribe sLave. Memoirs of Hollis, p. 396. 
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„ 
is the record, where is the memorial, that 
atteſts this extraordinary delegation to the 
commons, to think for others in religion, 
and to bind the conſciences of men? 
Ihe thing itſelf is not poſſible. What! 
can any ſet of men receive a power to fix 
and aſcertain what ideas ſhall ariſe in my 
mind; what concluſions, on various queſ- 
tions, I hall form ? The operations of the 
human mind lie beyond the reach of law, 
and its ſentiments upon any point depend 
on the opportunities of information; on 
the nature and ſtrength of the evidences 
preſented to it---not on edicts and ſtatutes. 
To delegate to others a power of regulatin g 
the rites and modes of worſhip, 1s to inveſt 
them with a power to enact obedience in 
matters, where obedience can be of no va- 
lue, unleſs it proceed from conviction ; 
where, if the judgment do not concur 
with the external conduct, the compliance 
is hy ocriſy. This is to entruſt them with 
a right to make men hypocrites. To au- 
thorize others to dictate a rule of faith and 
worſhip, is to empower them to ſet u 
their own reſolutions againſt, and beſides 
the divine law; it is to relinquiſh and for- 
ſake the only rule of faith, the word and 
will of God. Religion is a matter that 
lies 


1 


. lies between God, the object of it, and | f 
ye a man's own conſcience. | ( 
n, Property may be reſigned, transferred, a 
| « or ſubmitted to the regulation of others. I 
1 AA man may, in many inſtances, relin- 5 
XR  c« quiſh his eaſe, and ſubject himſelf to 1 
„ inconveniencies ; and, in ſo doing, act 3 
. gg not only an innocent, but a laudable 4 
. part. Caſes may occur, in which a 1 
„ „ man may ſacrifice life itſelf, and the 1 
d *£ ſacrifice may merit the higheſt applauſe. 1 
n | < To, prove all things, and hold faſt that 4 
es * which is good, is not only a privilege 4 
. but a duty; an obligation laid upon | 
S K <© him by the very nature of religion and | 
t virtue, and from which he cannot diſ- 4 
nm charge himſelf, without departing from 1 
8 „% the principles of both. It muſt always q 
5 « remain entire to him ; nor, while the 1 
ur 6 principles of the moſt rational liberty 'J 
5 are allowed to ſubſiſt in their due ex- 4 
th _ 06 260k. ma any attempt be e ( 
„ made to take it from him *.“ | 
d But, after all, it will be ab 5 ? 
p © the E regulates her own forms, if 
"?  < and declares her own opinions; ' be- : 
3 cauſe, he: eſtabliſhed forms and faith are | 
d | | B | vo- 

* | | | : 
ES See an excellent tract, entitled, An ENQUIRY into the 


Principles of Tor kRATIOx, by Fo/eph Fownes, p. 17. . 4 
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voluntarily adopted by the Meribers ef 


the Church, in the different apes of it. 
Much force might be allowed to this plea, 
could it be ſuppoſed that this conformity 


was generally to be reſolved into the 


ſtrength of argument on the ſide of the 


eſtabliſhed Church, and the conviction 


thus produced. But, while men are what 
they are, creatures influenced by cuſ- 
tom, —led by faſhion, —allured by intereſt, 
—and awed by authority, it may be appre- 


hended that very few of her ſons.can, in 


truth, refer their ſubjection in this caſe toa 
perſuaſion, that the Church of England hath 


the truth with her. That her faith and forms 


are the popular, prevailing, eſtabliſhed, 


and endowed, faith and forms, detracts wh 


from the merit of thoſe who embrace 
them, and aſſign ſo eaſy and obvious a 
cauſe for the adopting of them, that very 
little ſtreſs, I preſume, can be laid upon 
the Church's exerciſing the rights of a 
ſociety. If the Church of England can 
reſt her defence upon this ground, ſo may 
the Church of Rome. It may be urged 
that the faith and forms of the latter, are 


not fixed by the authority of Popes and 


Councils, but by the exerciſe of the right 


of judging for itſelf, which the n 


of it claim. 


But, : 
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But, alas! how very impotent and feeble 


are theſe rights! In neither is there an 
uncontrouled power, which a free ſociety. 
ought to poſſeſs, of correcting and improv- 


ing its own conſtitution. The members 


of the former, as well as of the latter, 


can at moſt only acquze/ce in what is done 
to their hands. If any corruptions be 
blended with it, they cannot reform and 
purify it, and make it a perfect model 
without ſpot or blemiſh. As to the 
Church of England: Candid Diſquiſitions 
have been written; Appeals have been ad- 
dreſſed to common ſenſe and common rea- 
ſon; Petitions have been offered to par- 
liament, but its members find themſelves 
unable to obtain leave of making the leaſt 
rèexiſion of its forms or articles. They 
muſt either become unfaſhionable diſſen- 
ters, forego the honours and emoluments 


of the church, or continue, though rea- 


ſon revolt againſt it, though conſcience 
condemn it, to adorea PARLIAMENTARY 
Gop, and to embrace a PARLIAMENTA- 
RY CREED and WORSHIP. 
This being the caſe, it ſhould ſeem 


that the vindication of the Church of 


England doth not reſt upon the right the 
hath to ſettle her faith, and regulate her 
own forms, but upon the duty and obli- 
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gation, under which her members lie, to 
adopt the forms and opinions which the 
ruling powers preſcribe, and to change as 
often as, and only when, the PRINCE 
changes his faith and worſhip, or enacts a 
change of theirs. But, to diſmiſs this 
argument, 
1 I am, 


Reverend Sir, 


Your's reſpectfully. 


my 


LETTER W. 


12 


to ſhew that, though it be the right 0: 
a religious ſociety to agree on certain forms 
and opinions, as the conditions of commu- 
nion with it, yet, that the Church of Eug- 
land hath not poſſeſſed, nor doth poſlets, 
the power of exerciſing ſuch a right. To 
uſe the words of one of her advocates ;--- 


„ The Church of England is ſubject to 


| os the preceding letter, I have attempted 


the king as fupreme head thereof. All 


'* her laws relating to the methods of pub- 
* lic inſtruction, and all her inſtitutions, 
* as they muſt have the ſanction of the 


F © e of England to make them 


cc 


binding upon the clergy, fo they are 


LY 


5 tion, regulation, and reformation *.“ 


But let it be ſuppoſed that the Church 


ſtands upon an independent baſis, and is | 
truly the maker of her own creed and ri- 


tual ; yet, Sir, the principles of defence 
you have ſeen fit to adopt, are not an ade- 
quate Vindication of the Cauſe, for which 

Pr. B. Dowſir's Examination of an Eſſay on Eſta- 
bl kments, page 106. | | 


5 3 they 


ſubject to the ſame authority for inſpec- 
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„„ 
they are alledged. Whence ariſeth the 
right of a religious ſociety to eſtabliſh reli- 
gion upon worldly motives, to borrow the | 
ſanctions of wor/dly authority, and to exer- 
ciſe a temporal juriſdiction ? | 3 

Not only are ſingle men appointed, with | 
ſubordinate officers, out of the numerous 


body of clergy, to prefide over them in dif- 


ferent diſtricts, but © to this form of 
church government a juriſdiction is an- 
«© nexed; courts of judication are held, 


and juſtice adminiſtered, on certain mat- 
ters cognizable in theſe courts by the 


„ law of the land. The Church is united 


«« with the civil government, p. 62, 64. 


„The eccleſiaſtical law of this country is 


* now not the pope's but the king's. It 


makes part of the general law of the 


„land, and is derived from the ſame au- 


"eg thority ; ; the courts where it is adminiſ- 


« tered, are ſubordinate and controuled 
«© by the civil courts, if ever they exceed 
«© the limits preſcribed to them, p. 65. 

„The judge, who preſides in a conſiſ- 
„ tory court as chancellor, or his ſurro- 
gate, often executes, and is generally 
«© from his ſituation qualified to execute, 
the power of the es coolant law, as a 


«juſtice of peace, p. 67. 


64 „ The 


Cc 


1 


The Church, alſo, hath her honours 
and her wealth. Theſe honours make 


part of our civil conſtitution,” p. 93. 
For all theſe civil and temporal advan- 


tages you, Sir, are an advocate. If I miſ- 
take not, the fort of your defence lieth 


in this; © that the eccleſiaſtical juriſdic- 


* diction is ſtripped of its old uſurpa- 
tion; that it is no longer what it once 
„ was, formidable to the ſtate, and inde- 
.*< pendent of it. It is happy for us; thet 


(c 


it is not now what it was for many 
reigns, even of our proteſtant princes, 
after the Reformation, a partaker with 


them of power, too ill defined, too 
roughly exerciſed, to be conſiſtent with 


public liberty, p. 78. 


This is only a comparative excellence, 


and recommendation of it. This blend- 
ing of religion with the ſtate, and deriving 


ſupport to the former from the powers, 
ſanctions, and emoluments of the latter, 
may, notwithſtanding the milder forms 
that ſuch an eſtabliſnment now wears, 
compared with thoſe of former days, be 
ſtill liable to juſt and ſtrong objections, 
be inconſiſtent with the very nature of 
religion, and injurious to its real intereſts. 
The genuine intereſts of religion are ad- 
vanced by the Rowiedge and ſpreading of 
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truth, and the practice of virtue. Is this 


to be effected by annexing emoluments to 


a certain faith and ritual; by arming its 


miniſters with the power of the ſtate - by 


diſplaying before its members and clergy 


the honours that ſtimulate ambition, and 


the wealth that feeds avarice and pride ? 


To uſe the pointed language and cloſe 


reaſoning of a very ingenious and diſtin- 
guiſhed writer, «© The moment any re- 
** ligion becomes national or eſtabliſhed, 
its purity muſt certainly be loſt, be⸗ 
« cauſe it is then impoſhble to keep it 
* unconnected with men's intereſts ; and 
if connected, it muſt inevitably bet per- 
verted by them. When b ad- 
« vantages are annexed to any religious 
5 profeſſion, they will be ſure to call in 
« thoſe who have no religion at all: 


«+ knaves will embrace it for the ſake of 


«© intereſt, fools will follow them for the 
* fake of faſhion ;, and when once it is 
in ſuch hands, Omnipotence itſelf can 
never preſerve its purity. That very 
% order of men, who are maintained to 
«« ſupport its intereſts, will ſacrifice them 


© to their own ;, and being in the ſole. 


« poſſeſſion of all its promiſes, and all its 


% terrors, and having the tenderneſs" of 
bi childhood, the weakneſs of age. and 


the 


11 


the ignorance of the vulgar to work 


upon; I ſay, theſe men, veſted with all 
theſe powers, yet being but men, will 


not fail to convert all the mighty in- 
fluence they muſt derive from them, to 
the ſelfiſh ends of their own avarice and 


ambition, and conſequently to the total 
deſtruction of its original purity: by it 
they will lay claims to powers which 


it never deſigned them, and to * 


ſions to which they have no right; to 
make good theſe falſe pretenſions, falſe 
hiſtory will be forged, and fabulous 


traditions invented; groundleſs terrors 


will be flung out, to operate on ſuper- 


ſtition and timidity; Creeds and Arti- 


cles will be contrived to confound all 
reaſon, and Teſts impoſed to ſift out all, 
who have honeſty or courage enough 


to reſiſt theſe unwarrantable eneroach- 


ments. Devotion will be turned into 
a farce and pageantry, to captivate men's 
eyes, that their pockets may with more 
facility be invaded: they will convert 
piety into ſuperſtition, zeal into ran- 
cour, and thus, religion, notwith- 


ſtanding all its divinity, into Weben | 


malevolence. By degrees knaves wil 
join them, fools believe them, and cow- 


ards be afraid of them; and having 
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« gained ſo conſiderable a part of the 


«© world to their intereſt, they will erect : 


an independent dominion among them- 
ſelves, dangerous to the liberties of 
mankind; and repreſenting all thoſe 
who oppoſe their tyranny as God's ene- 
mies, teaching it to be meritorious in 
“his fight, to perſecute them in this 
«© world, and damn them in another. 


Hence muſt ariſe hierarchies, inquiſi- } 


tions, and popery : for popery is but 
«« the conſummation of that tyranny, 


*« which every religious ſyſtem in the ; 
hands of men is in purſuit of, and whoſe | 


«« principles they are all ready to adept, 
*« whenever they are fortunate enough to 
«« meet with its ſucceſs *. 

_ Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory is a comment on 


this deſcription of the evils attending civil | 
__ Eftabliſhments of religion; and exhibits 


many a melancholy fact, many a fad ſcene 
of 1 and ambition, in which theſe 
remarks are verified. The liberal ſpirit of 
fome ages, the progreſs of learning, and 


the magiſtrate's jealouſy of his own power, 


may 1n certain periods, and certain nati- 
ons, counteract, in ſome degree, theſe evils. 


Eſſay on the Orrern of Ev:t, aſcribed to. Soame 
Jenyxt, Eſq; p. 194, &c. 


You, 


1 
You, Sir, may be ſo favourably diſpoſed 


| 8 the Church of England as to think, 
Accord- 
ingly, you conclude your piece with this 
When I conſider its ſpirit 
of toleration towards other fe&s of 
„ Chriſtians, the freedom with which re- 


that they ſcarcely appear there. 


eulogium : 


*« ligious enquiry is purſued under it, the 


learning and abilities of its clergy, the 
literary productions in the ſupport of 


“ Chriſtianity, and for inſtruction in it, 

with the general decorum and propriety 
of their manners, I cannot help con- 
„ cluding, that the preſent church of Eng- 
& land, on the whole, deſerves the eſteem 


and veneration of our own age, and that 


Hit will hereafter be conſidered by poſte- 
<« rity as a worthy and. illuſtrious branch 
«© of Chriſt's univerſal church,” p- 167. 
Others do not view the Church with 
tne ſame partial affection. It is their opi- 
nion, that, in order to recover the ancient 


Engliſb virtue, and to introduce and ſpread | 
2 national: reformation; *©* the firſt reme- 


« dies muſt be adminiſtered to the cor- 


« ruptions of our public religion; and 
« Chriſtianity exonerated of that load of 


« meretricious pomp and external hinery,. 


« which now incumber and ſuffocate its 


10 proper influence and energy. The luxury 
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[367 ] 
of an opulent prieſthood, ſhould be re- 
duced to the timplicity of the ancient 
epiſcopal character; the encouragement 
given to the ſecularity of the dependents 
upon the Church, by pluralities, diſ- 
penſations from reſidence, and other 
feandalous indulgences effectually cut 


off, and every improper perſon totally 
excluded from the miniſtry. In the 


| 7 ſtate of our ecclefiaſtical eſta— 


Iiſhment- and its confequences, there 
is not one inſtance of pride, ambition, 
avarice, or ſenſuality reproveable in the 
laity, for which a precedent may not 


be found among the clergy, without 


being ſtigmatized with any mark of in- 
famy or reproach. It is a melancholy 
picture, but it is a true one, however 
coarſely or artleſsly drawn *. 
This is not the intemperate cenſure” 


of a diſſenter; but, if the work from which 


is quoted, be aſſigned by report to its 


real author, it comes from a clergyman of 
eminent character, of rank, and of exten- 


five knowledge of men and "things. + 


But to turn off from this unpleaſing 


piure, let this civil juriſdiction not only 


be judged of by its ivy qua and ee 


Memoirs of Hollis, p · 323. 1 17 0 


1 
— 


quences, 


| quences, but be tried by its conformity 


77 


to the ſpirit and injunctions of Chriſti-. 


anity. Though the temporal juriſdiction 


of the Church of England be mild; 
though it be productive of very few or no 


evil conſequences ; though it be not ſtain- 


ed with the oppreſſion and vices that have 


generally marked the civil eſtabliſnments 


of religion: -Vet, if it be repugnant to 


the Goſpel, and contrary to the expreſs 


precepts of the great Founder of our faith, 


it ſhould ſeem not very conſiſtent with the 


character and duty of one of his Miniſters 
to be an advocate for it. 

You . yourfelt, Sir, are fo candid as to 
confeſs, ** that it comes from a ſpurious 
« 1 p 

perhaps, conſider the old papal jurit- 
« diction as the parent of the preſent," 
p- 63. This is almoſt to own, that it hath 
no foundation in the Goſpel ; that in the 
New Teſtament there is no precept which 
enjoins it; and no precedent, which fur- 
niſhes a model of it. But if, inſtead of 
being favoured and countenanced by any 
thing delivered by Chriſt, or practiſed by 
his Apoſtles, Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſhould 
have diſcountenanced, ſhould have for- 
bidden every thing of this kind, all union 
| of This religion with this world; can it 


78; * and that we may, 


then 


„ 
then admit of defence, by one who reveres 
the word and authority of Chriſt? 

This, I apprehend, is the truth of the 
caſe. Our Divine Maſter never attempt- 
ed to build his religion on temporal ſanc- 
tions, nor to unite with it the powers of 
the ſtate. He carefully avoided every 
thing that looked like a claim of temporal 
or civil juriſdiction. Howeaſily could he, 

who knew the hearts of men, have avail- 


ed himſelf of this knowledge, to have ac- 
compliſhed the deſigns of ambition? How: 
eaſily could HE, who commanded. money 
from the deep, converted water into wine, 


and multiplied a few loaves and fiſhes into 


a repaſt for thouſands, have furniſhed and 
ſupported an armed force? How eaſily 
could HE, who with only a word ſtruck 


to the ground ſuch as came to apprehend 


him, have overawed fuch as oppoſed his 


defigns, and ſubdued them to his ſceptre? 
How ſtrongly was he tempted, thus to 
avail himſelf of his extraordinary powers: 
by the inclinations of the Feb people 
towards an earthly kingdom, by their 
eager defires to make him a king? Yet he 
waved every thing of the kind. 

If he had but at firſt enlightened 
% the powers of this world, as he did St. 
” Faul; and employed the ſword which 
5 they 
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their hands to bring ſubjects into his 
kingdom; this had been an expeditious 
and effectual way according to the con- 


duct of ſome of his profeſſed followers, 


* to have had a glorious and extenſive 


kingdom or church. But this was not 
his deſign, unleſs it could oh: 


in quite a different way®.” 
Should it be ſaid, that he could not, 
conſiſtently with the nature of his cha- 


racter and the deſign of his miſſion, have 
ſet up a civil juridiction; it is to be grant- 


ed. But then a queſtion will ariſe, whe- 
ther the deſign of his religion, ſince his 


time, be changed? Whether it be more 
conſiſtent with the relation of his diſciples 


to ſuch a Maſter, to blend religion with 
temporal powers, than it was for the Maſ- 
ter himſelf to do it? One would be apt 


to think, that Chriſt himſelf had a clear, 
juſt, and comprehenſive view of every 
thing relative to his own religion; and 


that we can not do better than preſerve it 
on the baſis, on which he himſelf left it; 


namely, on the authority of God alone, 


and the Hp of another world. 


* Headley 8 8 on the Nati of Chriſts _ 


dom, p. 21, 22. fifteentb edition. 


« My 


they bore, and the favours they had i in 


3 3 


3 
. bi 


. 
* 
"A 
* 
yy 
oe 
N 
9 
* 
© 
A" 
30 
ly 
U 
* 
£ 
of 
+ wn 
* 
pm 
o 
* 
5 
IF" 
. 
1 * 
0 
* 
* 
* 
WE, 
[4 
65 
1353; 
Ll» 
Mo, 
N * 
e 
$2 
A 
£ 
* * 
4 
*% 
1 * 
„ 
4 
# ;| 
* 
. 
tt 
" 
be 
. 
1 
- 
, 
, 
»£Y * 
i , 
* 
. 
f . 
1 
4 
* U 
A 
7 
Li 
. 1 
* 
85 
18 
+ j 
: 
5 
* 
: 
* 
. 
N 
1 
** 
7. . 
. 
iy 
. * 
* 
$1 
* 
: 
141 © 
, 1 
#, 
4 
o a1 
Fi 
* 
50 
11 
NT, 


„ 6 


. 
* — * — 
1 — — rr - r pL 
> was} —— — * 9 . — 1 _ — * 
De. "oy — — i 


4 a . - 4 
ow —— — * * 


Wn 

* My kingdom, faith he, is not of this 
* world.” But when his religion is eſta- 
bliſhed by the authority of the magiſtrate; 


when the teachers of it are the miniſters 


of the ſtate; when its articles and doctrines 
are defined, and the external profeſſion of 
it regulated by the laws of the ſlate; 
when the profeſſion of it, in this pre- 
ſcribed form, 1s the road to preferments 
and honours in the tate; and when it is 
endowed by the ftate;---can it be ſaid, 


that his kingdom, in fuch a conſtitution. 
of it, is not of :th7s world? 


«It is too viſible to be hid, that wheths 


% ever the rewards and puniſhments are 


«« changed, from future to preſent, from 
„ the wotld'to come to the world now 
« in poſſeſſion; there the kingdom 
founded by our Saviour is, in the na- 
ture bf i it, {ſo far changed, that it is be- 
« come; in fuch a degree, what he pro- 
« feſſed his kingdom was not: that is, of 


% this world; of the ſame fort of other 


„ common earthly kingdoms, in which, 
the rewards are worldly: honours, poſts, 


offices, pomp, attendance, dominion; 


and the puniſhments are priſons, fines, 


_ © baniſhments, gallies, and racks; or 


* wan} leſs, of the fame fort. 


„„ If 


14 


1 4 1 
« Tf theſe can be the true ſupports af 


«6.4 kingdom, which is not of this world; 


« then ſincerity and hypocriſy, religion 
« and no religion, force and perſuaſion, a 


«© willing choice and terrified heart, are 
«© become the ſame things; truth and 
«© falſhood ſtand in need of the ſame me- 


« thods to propagate and ſupport them; 


© and our Saviour himſelf, was little: ac- 


*©:quainted with the right way of -increaſ- 
„ing the number of ſuch ee as he 
** wiſhed for“. i. 

Who hath authority thus to Aland 
nature of Chriſt's kingdom, and to make it 


different from what he declared it was, 


and evidently meant that it ſhould. be? 
His firſt diſciples and immediate atten- 
dants, were full of expectations of worldly 


power and grandeur. They had no doubt, 


but the faith of Chriſt would be blended 
and incorporated with a civil juriſdiction; 


and they were ſolicitous to ſecure the di 9 


nities and preferments of it, and jealous 
of one another on this account. The 
mother of Zebedee's children made a 
particular application in behalf of her 
ſons, that they might be advanced to the 
8 Pe in the een of in 


The ſame, p. 20, 21. 
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Our Lord, from the nature of the requeſt, 


ſaw what conceptions they entertained 
concerning his kingdom, and that they 


ſuppoſed it would reſemble the earthly 
conſtitutions, of which the world fyrniſh- 


ed numerous examples. But Jeſus 
called them to Ig and ſaid: you know 
that the princes of the Gentiles exer- 


44. ciſe dominion over them; but it ſhall 


not be ſo among you. Matt. xv. 2 W. 
What can be a more expreſs declaration 
againſt any juriſdiction in. the Church of 
Chriſt than this? Yet, Sir, you are not 
alone in being an advocate for it. But 


how conſiſtently, with reyerence, to his 


wifdom and authority, any of his mini- 
ſters, when Chriſt declares, Tt ſhall not be 


Jo among you, can riſe up and avow, that 


it ſhall be ſo, and that it ought to be ſo--- 


miſt be left to their own ſerĩious refieCtions 


to determine. 


The fir pes of Chriſtianity more 


cloſely adhered to the principles which 


they had learnt from their Maſter. They 
di ſavowed all juriſdiction. Not that 
*© we have dominion over your faith, 
faith one of them, 2 Cor. 1. 24. And 
another of them lays it down as a rule for 
Chriſtian miniſters, not to behave them- 
ſelves as lords over God's heritage,” 
| er. 


L 08 0 


ſt, | I Pet. v. 3. It is true, that the oppor- 
died tunity did not offer to them, which offer- 
ey ed to the miniſters of the Chriſtian Church 
ly | in after ages, of forming an alliance with 
h- | the tate, and borrowing from 1ts autho- 
us | rity and ſanctions. But it is only juſtice 
WW | to their principles and characters to be- 
= I lieve, that had Cæſar propoſed to inveſt 
Jl || them with juriſdiction, to open Courts of 
5. Judicature, in which they ſhould have 
IN | preſided, and adminiſtered juſtice on cer- 
of | tain matters according to the Roman law 
ot | =—--and to impower them to inflict penal- 
ut ties, they would have refuſed the offer as 


incompatible with the ſpiritual nature of 
the religion they preached; as inconſiſtent 
with their relation to the Chriſtian laity, 
being only the“ helpers of their joy, and 
« their ſervants for Chriſt's ſake;” and 
as diſconſonant to the end of their mini- 
ſtry, which was only to awaken the fear 
of God, and' the hope of immortality in 
the human breaſt. For we are to remem- 
ber, that it was their declaration and 
boaſt; THE WEAPONS. OF OUR WARFARE 
ARE NOT CARNAL BUT SPIRITUAL. 


EL” 


— 


928 2 - * - „ _—_ - „ O8 - — 4 - * 9 1 ba 
- = > ” 7 — P 2 * 1 mn 4 5 £ Y +4 py 4 as pn = 1 
5 tb Dad 9 d de * o * 9 B%, + . 3 20.2 N . * OI. — «4 ; - "” „ — pe P 1 
eee e . 2 2. 7 ** 0 a . Ps IAAF - nee 9 pa Kee SY + 2, * 8 6 bow 
2 * * 0 One - 4 oy 4 s 71,7 W ba D L 3 e [og J S 22 * _ 7 
8 = b — — * 89 8 5 . A > up * tg oy FS - * . * » nt K 7 3 
— 1 * — 2 —— — 2 1 2 -£ 8 * 1 * — - of * . 2 %. * of n 5 2 * — _— * * — 


LY 


LET 


222 . 3 
„ 14 ph 
2 


FF 22 ERS 25 — FO SE — ide —— —— 
— — 


— — — 


* 
* 
x» A 
f Pl 
oy. * 
f } 
1 47 
T3. 455 
1 
1 : 
- x 
2 F 
- , 
at 
1 } 
' , 
jf is. 
*H 0 
- 
7 
ny 
4 oy 
a 
1 
% 
29 
, 
* 
v7) 
, Wl 
1 
4 
. > 
* 
a4 
. 
bY 
©" 
5 5 
1 * 
E 
„ ee 
7 
„ 
Fe 
lt 
A 
l 
1 
4 | 
* — 
mt 
* 
. 
15 
12 
43. 
4 
. 
„ 
N 
* 
1. 
2 
! 
9 
* 2 
: 
3 
4 
4 
” 
T1 
+ £2 
* 
1 
4 
1 
1 
91 
n 
18 
4 
i} 
„ 14. 


| 
'y 
5 


2 2 . 
— —-¼ —— — — — 
1 — 


bY 
— 
n — 


# 
9 een 
—— 


— — 
— — — 


3 


De 


HE truth of your general * be 
ples, Sir, hath hitherto been taken 
for granted, and the preceding ſtrictures 
have been pointed only at their applica- 
tion to the Church of England. But, in 
my opinion, theſe principles are not ſo 
zuſt and incontrovertible, as you repreſent 
them. They lie open to animadverſion, 
and I muſt take the liberty of calling them 
into queſtion. That we may proceed 
fairly, - I will again bring them into full 
view in your on words. 
Without certain regulations no „nt 
* etres can exiſt; as the ſocieties are hu- 
«© man, the: regulations made for them 
« muft be human. We find in the Scrip- 
6 tures the doctrines and precepts of our 
holy Religion; they are there offered 
* to the reader, who may make what uſe 
* of them he pleaſes; who will under- 


5 ſtand them in that ſenſe which ſhall 


© approve itſelf to his mind. But if many 


„ perſons chuſe to join in an external 
2 profeſſion of this religion, this profeſ- 
« {ton muſt be adminiſtered in a certarn 

8s . ; | 5 form, 


„ 
form, and by certain perſons; the 
naked doctrines and precepts will not 
adminiſter themſelves, any more than 


te the abſtract idea of juſtice will be 


ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſes of a 


ſtate, without applying it, making it 
“ effectual, and giving, as it were, a body 
to it, by laws, p. 14. 

This reaſoning appears, in my view, to 
proceed upon a ſuppoſition, which is not 
to be admitted, and to aſſert that which 


is not true. It aſſerts the neceſſity of ſet- 


tling certain forms, in order to give ſub- 
ſiſtence and energy to the ſocial and pub- 
lic profeſſion of the Chrifttan Religion; 
and it preſumes, that Chriſtian Societies 


poſſeſs the ſame right to make regulations 


on points of faith and worſhip, as civil 
focieties do to make regulations of” a civil 
nature. 

If many perſons chuſe to join in an 
external profeſſion of this religion, 
« this profeſſion, it ſeems, mult be ad- 
miniſtered in a certain form, and by 
% certain perſons ; the naked doctrines 
and precepts will not adminiſter them 
« ſelves.” ---It is granted. But hath not 
Chriſt made a ſuitable proviſion in this 
caſe? Hath not he left a form for this 


4 88 ; when he hath taught his diſei- 


5 plwKkẽbes 
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1 
ples how to pray; when he hath inſtructed 
them to worſhip the Father in Spirit and 
in Truth; when he hath inſtituted his 
Supper; and when his apoſtles, who acted 
by his Spirit, have given a ſanction to, 
and introduced the obſervation of, the 
Lord's Day, for the purpoſes of religious 
aſſociation? Hath not he appointed cer- 
tain perſons to adminiſter the profeſſion 
of religion? Hath not he done this by 
giving ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome 
Evangeliſts; and ſome PasToRs and 
TRACHERS, for the perfecting of the 
faints, for the work of the miniſtry? Will 

not his doctrines and precepts act with 
energy ; enlighten. and reform the world; 
Wl becauſe he hath not appointed certain 
1 holy-days, feſtivals and faſts---the croſs 
in baptiſm---turning to the eaſt---god- 
1 fathers and god-mothers---kneeling at 
1 the ſacrament? Are we not complete in 
# him, becauſe he hath not inſtituted vari- 
ous eccleſiaſtical dignities, eſtabliſhed an 
hierarchy, and inveſted the Preachers of 
his religion with a civil juriſdiction? 

„The naked doctrines and precepts 
« will not adminiſter themſelves ?”--- 
| Doth it follow from hence, that other 
1 doctrines and other precepts muſt be in- 
"nl corporated with thoſe of Chriſt ? Hath 
| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, who is the Way, the Truth and the 


Life, advanced any thing clearly and ex- 
plicitly on the divine perfections and 
character, his own office and dignity, and 
| the counſels of heaven towards mankind, 
or not? If he have not taught us any thing 
upon theſe points, what was the uſe of 
| his appearance on earth? What doth the 


New Teſtament contain? Or what is the 


advantage of being poſſeſſed of the diſ- 
courſes of Chriſt and his Apoſtles? If he 
have taught us any thing plainly and ex- 
plicitly, let 47s plain and explicit declara- 
tions be. ſtrictly adhered to; or let any 


ſociety, who.would add hereto their ſenſe 
of his. doctrines or their concluſions from 


Ei. produce their authority for adding to 
| the principles, or attempting to improve 


the plan of worſhip which Chriſt hath: 
given. 


Are not the directions which Chriſt 


hath given, and the forms which he hath 
preſeribed, fully adequate to the ends of 
public religion, without the addition of 
others? Do not the bare declarations of 


the New Teſtament, without explanations. 
given of them by ſome, or inferences 


drawn from them by others, furniſh prin- 
ciples, on which men may unite in the 
acts of ſocial mY without the neceſ- 


lity 
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ſity of joining other points, in which they 


Way Sgreer.. ; | 
The declarations or doctrines of the 
New Teſtament, which form the. baſis of 
worſhip, whether. private or ſocial, are 
theſe ; that there is one God and Father 
« of all, and one Mediator between God 
“ and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 
That God is, and that he is the rewarder 
« of them that diligently ſeek him.“ 
© That whatſoever we do, in word or 
« deed, we do all in the name of the Lord 
« Jeſus, giving thanks to God and the 
« Father by him.” In theſe principles 
all Chriſtians agree. As they are uncon- 
troverted among Chriſtians, ſo they are 
the eſſential principles of worſhip. _ 
Suppoſe a number of deyout perſons 
agree to meet for the purpoſes of religious 
worſhip, merely on the principles of z@- 
tural religion. The moſt plain and in- 
conteſtible doctrines of natural religion 
fuggeſt various curious queſtions, are at- 
tended with particular difficulties, and 
admit of being placed in various lights. 
Is it neceſſary, that this ſociety. ſhould 
agree upon the ſame explanations of the 
divine Omnipreſence,. concur in the ſame 
preciſe and definite ideas concerning the 


providence and government of God, and 


form 


EF 90 } 


form a ſet of articles, as a teſt of faith, 
concerning the divine preſcience and hu- 
man liberty ? Cannot the divine perfec— 
tions be adored, the goodneſs of God ac- 
knowledged, and his favour implored, with- 
out an agreement on theſe points of ſpecu- 
lation? How is it more neceſſary towards 


the ſubſiſtence of public Religion upon 


chriſtian principles, that all queſtions rela- 
tive to the ſcheme of Redemption ſhould be 
preciſely ſtated; or that the language and 
ſentiments of the devotional offices, ſhould 
convey particular ideas concerning the 
manner of exiſtence of the divine Be- 
ing and his Councils; and a ſolution of 
every queſtion which may ariſe from the 


contemplation of the general ſcheme? 
If the New Teſtament have left any 


points at large, can it be neceſſary to the 


purpoſes of piety, that men, in order to 
their union for chriſtian worſhip, ſhould 


_ deſcend into particulars, and be wiſe 


above what is written? Can we not have 
acceſs to the Father of all through Jeſus 
Chriſt, unleſs Calvin or Arminius con- 
duct us to the throne of the Almighty, 
or Athanaſius preſcribe the words of our 
Fen 5 | 
=: But 


* « An unhappy perſuaſion has too generally pre- 


* yailed, that Church communion demands unity 


cv ot 


8 on 
* 6 

- 5 1 

#52 : 
: 

74 2 

* T - 

* 

4 

"FE 

b is 

1 
1 
4 * 
#3. 
0 1 

þ £ 
. 
. 

*. 7 
N 
N 

mT... 1 
. 
* 
: A 
N 

11 1 

WM 

þ N 
>, * 
1 

* 7.6 

US Uh 

. 

4%. 

8 * 

" 8. 4.4 
6 ** 

4 * 

4 ", 
; } 

L »H 
* 

* 

3 2a 
Zh ; 
2 5 
1 wg 
: 4 
{1 3 
„5 9 A 
„ 
. 

T4, 

1 

D 

N 
we 

- MP 

TIED. 

* vo) 

x 4 11 
boi 

N g 
"4;7 

CK " . 
, p 
N 
* 
* 
4 
4 
128 
4; 

. 

& 

1 
3 
3 
Go 
15 i 
"ay 7, 
77 
N 

. 64 
. 43 

* 
yd 
„ 

» 

; * 

5 88; 

<6 

* 

L 
„ 8; 
I ' 
5 1 
A * 

1 

* 

91 

1 

7 
q + 
. 

* 

41 

* 

78 

*X 
4 15 

1 
U 
4 

„ 
bi | 
4 
= 


i 


PET EIT a," Ae" 


— 


— => — 
— ——— — 4 * 


- 


F 14 
1 N 
4 
1 20 
4 [81 
. 
is: 
Ss Þ 
4 | 
|! 
A. 


— bY — 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


«Cc 


cc 


cs 


a 
But you argue, Sir, that “ the naked 
doctrines and precepts will not admini- 
{ter themſelves any more than the ab- 
ſtract idea of juſtice will be ſufficient 
to anſwer the purpoſes of a ſtate, 
without applying, making it effectual, 
and giving, as it were, a body. to it 
by laws.” The two caſes thus com- 


pared together, differ materially from 


cc 
ce 
cc 


cc 


1 
446 

ce 
cc 
cc 
£c 
CC 
40 
4 
( 


cc 


cc 
40 
(e 
(. 
(e 
cc 
cc 


each other. The abſtract idea of juſtice, 


of ſentiment in the ſtricteſt ſenſe ; and that all of 


the ' ſame profeſſion ſhould think juſt alike, not 


only as to a few plain fundamental articles, but 

as to many other particulars, neither neceſſarily re- 
quired, nor clearly revealed : the conſequence of 
which is, that there muſt be almoſt as many ſets 
in the world, as there are men; and this, in ef- 
fe, hath, for many ages, moſt miſerably diſ- 
tracted the Church of Chriſt; hath divided it 
againſt itſelf, and again ſubdivided. every part of 


it into new factions and ſchiſms : it hath been the 


cauſe of ſedition, ſlaughters, maſſacres, of the pe- 
culiar cruelties and barbarities that are always the 
effect of falſe zeal, to the reproach of the chriſ- 
tian name, and even to the diſgrace of human 
nature. It is not to be wondered, that Chriſti- 
anity has made no greater progreſs; while, inſtead 
of being exhibited to the world in its native beau- 
ty, as the moſt amiable religion that ever was; it 


has been expoſed in ſuch a horrible diſguiſe, as 


the cauſe of the greateſt miſchiefs; as the parent 
of ſtrife and confuſion, and every evil work.“ 


Biſhop Lowth's Viſitation Sermon in 1758, p. 17. 


Thoughts on the Nature of the Grand Apoſtacy, 
by Henry Taylor, Rector of Crawley, Cc. p. 31. 
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is ſufficient to bind the conſcience before 


God; and the violation of the general 
makes a man ac- 


principles of right, 


countable to 1 tribunal. 


But when 


men live in a community, for the pur- 
poſes of mutual protection, it is neceſ-— 
ſary to range and claſs all the actions 
which come under the idea of injuſtice, 


and to aſſign to the perpetrators the pu- 


niſhment, which the ends of ſociety 
may require: for till this be done, par- 
ticular acts, however injurious, or how- 
ever inconſiſtent with the abſtract idea of 
juſtice, cannot be cogniſable in a ſtate, 


there being no law broken. 


But how 


proper is it to argue from what is neceſ- 
ſary on a matter which particularly re- 


lates to ſociety, to another caſe, in which 


the authority and acceptance of God 
alone are concerned, and no one is in- 
jured by the peculiar ſentiments and 
practices which another adopts. To per- 
ſons acting under the authority and direc- 
tion of a Revelation, as Chriitians are 
ſuppoſed to do, it is not neceſſary to 
agree upon certain regulations or opini- 
ons, which their own judgments may 
dictate; becauſe, it there be any precepts 
or doctrines of Religion plainly taught in 
it, as Revelation ſuppoſeth there are, 
their only buſineſs is to receive theſe 


0-2 


doctrine 


S, 


27227 ĩðVu½/ ⁰ ee SIS 4.4, wan 


„ 
doctrines and precepts, and to unite on 
theſe common principles. What is done 
by a ſtate with reſpect to the abſtract 
idea of juſtice, is here done already to 
their hands, by the very declarations and 
directions of Revelation. Nothing more 
is neceſſary than to aſſemble together, to 
perform theſe acts and to hear theſe doc- 
trines taught and explained. The hear- 
ers are to judge whether the explanation 
of theſe doctrines be agreeable to the 
rule, be juſt or not; and fo embrace or 
to reject it accordingly, Is not this to 
give to the doctrine and precepts as it 
were a body? to adhere to pure unadul- 
terated Chriſtianity, to obſerve the ordi- 
nances as Chriſt hath appointed them, to 
have the New Teſtament read in the pub- 
lic Meetings, and to attend to ſuch in- 
ſtruments and admonitions grafted on 
them, as may appear juſt and proper in 
the judgment of a wile and pious man, 
whoſe aſſiſtance, as a miniſter, is engaged. 

After all that may be offered on the 
expediency and neceſſity of adminiſtering 
the doctrines and precepts of religion in 
a certain form, and by certain perſons, 
the main queſtion returns; which is, what 
right hath any particular number of 
Chriſtians, who may explain theſe _ 
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tal principles in a peculiar manner, and 
under them embrace ſome ſentiments 
which diſcriminate them from their fel- 
low-chriſtians, what right have they to 
make their diſcriminating opinions the 
conditions of communion with them; 
and inſtead of confining themſelves to the 
general principles taught them by their 
divine Maſter, to form their worſhip up- 
on another plan, adapted to their own 
explanations of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and deſigned to convey their diſcriminat- 


ing ideas concerning it? This is to con- 
vert Chriſtzan worſhip into Calvin iſin ow”. 


Athanaſian worthip, or that of a particu- 
lar party. It is to render theſe acts, in 
which all who believe in God, and in his 


Son, Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould unite with one 


heart and one mouth, excluding acts and 
alle of partition. Every individual and 
every ſociety, hath a right to underſtand 
Chriſtianity for hinrſelf, or themſelves: 
But have either a right to ſubſtitute their 


oven conceptions in thee room of, or to place 


them on an equal rank with, the various 
declarations of Chriſt and his Apoſtles? 

If one Church, that of England, have 
a right to frame a certain creed, and to 


ſet it up as a teſt of the true faith and a 


rule of worſhip, other Churches, that of 
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Rome, or of Holland, or of Scotland, 
hath an equal right to incorporate its 
creed with the doctrine of Chriſt, and to 
form a model of worſhip. Suppoſe then, 
tnat a Jew or a Mahometan hath obtain- 
ed fuch informations concerning Chriſti- 
anity, and its evidences, as to be im- 
preſſed with a good opinion of it, and 
almoit perſuaded to be a Chriſtian, into 
what perplexity will he be thrown? If 
the Epiſcopalian preſent him with the. 
thirty-nine articles, the Papiſt with 
Pope Prus's creed, the Preſbyterian of 
Holland with the confeſſion of Dort, and 
of Scotland with the Aſſembly's catechiſm, 
each pleading that 516 repreſentation of 
chriſtianity is the form of ſound worde, 
which, unleſs he believe, he cannot be 
a Chriſtian; by what pleas will one be 
able to ſuppe rt his requiſition, which the 
other cannot uſe to defend his claims? 
Can one more than the other alledge a 
Tevelation from above, to juſtify his 
explanation of the Chriſtian ſcheme? 
Can one more than the other urge in fa- 
vour of his demands a voice from Hea- 
ven, or exhibit to the doubting convert, 
miracles, and ſigns and wonders, to at- 
teſt his right to be heard? If neither can 
do this, where reſts the right of either, 
to 


1 | 
to make his own credenda the excluſive 
ground of admiſſion to Chriſtian com- 
munion? | e 5 

Vou argue, Sir, upon the ſuppoſition 
that Chriſtians aſſociating together for 
the purpoſes of Chriſtian worſhip, are 
human ſocieties in the ſame ſenſe with 
men aſſociating for purpoſes of ſcience, 


commerce, or policy *. Theſe act under 


| | no 
E It is worthy of notice that Mr. Gibbon, in his 
celebrated Hiſtory of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, ſpeaks of excommunication in the 


ſame manner, and argues for the practice of it on 


the ſame principles. It is the undoubted right, 
«* ſays he, of every ſociety, to exclude from its 


community and benefits, ſuch among its numbers, 


o - D » 
as reject, or violate thoſe regulations, which have 


been e/tabliſhed by general conſent.” The reply of a 


very learned, ſenſible, and valuable writer, whoſe 
laſt publication I have met with fince the above was 


drawn up, is pertinent not only with reſpect to Mr, 
G. but to the whole of Mr. S's reaſoning. +** This (re- 
| Att. Taylor) may be true Uf civil ſocieties, 
es no right to excommunicate or baniſh 
from . Chriſtian Communion ; becauſe the laws 
«© which give a right to ſuch communion, are xc 


| regulations e/tabliſhed by general conſent, but laws 


« eſtabliſhed by Chriſt, the author and finiſher of 
«© our faith, When the pure and humble Religicn of 
„ Chrift, firſt gently inſinuated itſelf into the minds of 
% men, the Apoſtles claimed no dominion over 


ec the faith of Chriſtians, 2 Cor. i. 24. The 


„ Chriſtians of different Churches were no otherwiſe 
- © connected with one another, than as they were 


„ all connected with Chriſt their head: all of them 
© were to look up to Him, and. not only every 
Ch ' « Church 
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f pertinent here. 


3 
no authority and direction, but their 
own will and judgment, conſequently with 
them reſides the right of making ſuch 


regulations and laws as may be judged 


expedient and neceſſary for the ends of 


their union. But is this the caſe with 


Tegard to religious ſocieties or Chriſtian 


Churches, who. aſſemble together 8 * 


vow, maintain, and preſerve their faith 


in Jeſus Chriſt? They are formed upon 
the ground of Chriftf's authority; they 
act under is direction; they are {ſubject 


to a head and lawgiver, diſtinct from 


any of their own body, who was ſent 


from Heaven, and taught the doctrine 


he had learned of his Father. 


The reaſoning of a writer ſo juſtly 
held by you in bi 5 reſpect, is cloſe and 
The groſſeſt miſtakes 

in judgment, about the nature of 
« Chriſt's kingdom cr Church, have 
15 ariſen from hence, that men have ar- 


c Church was thus Feen of any other in 


„ matters of faith, but ſo was every individual, 
and conſequently no one had any power over ano- 
«© ther in ſuch matters: and they have no more 
% power now, than they had at firſt; J ſpeak of 
* matters of faith, and the right of communion, 
& and the affairs of another world.” 


Thoughts on the Nature of the Grand Apoſtacy, 


v. 133. 
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«© which He muſt either alone or not 
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* Biſhop Headley s Sermon on the Nature of Ch, 
kingdom, p. 24. 26. 


te! 


gued from other viſible ſocieties, and 


other viſible kingdoms of this world: 


to what ought to be viſible and ſen- 


ſible in his kingdom: conſtantly leav- 
ing out of their notion the moſt eſſen- 


tial part of it, that Chriſt is king 
in his own kingdom; forgetting this 
king himſelf, becauſe He is not now 


ſeen by mortal eyes, and ſubſtituting 


others in his place, as lawgivers and 
judges, either in the ſame points, in 


at all, be lawgiver and judge; not 
eee with ſuch a kingdom as He 


eſtabliſhed, and defires to reign in; 


but urging and contending, that His 
kingdom muſt be like other kingdoms. 
Whereas he hath poſitively warned 
them againſt ſuch arguings, by aſſur- 
ing them, that this kingdom is His: 
kingdom, and that it is not of this. 
world; and therefore, no one of the 


ſubjects is lawgliver and judge over 


them, in matters. relating. to ſalvation, 
but he alone; and that we muſt not 


frame our ideas from the kingdoms of 
this world, of what ought to be, in a 


viſible and ſenſible manner, in his king 9 
dom. * 
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But you, Sir, obſerve that We find 


. thoſe ſets of Chriſtians, who moſt 


«©: diſclaim human authority and human 


opinions, if we attend to the things 
* themſelves, rather than to the names 
<< by which they are called, are, in fact, 
from the neceſlity of the caſe, what- 
ever they may profeſs, obliged to uſe 


them both. The minute regulations of 


«c 


a:fingle independent congregation, to 
<< which the members of it muſt con- 
«© form about the time, place, and man- 


„ ner of worſhip, are the fame in Eind 
e with. the numerous laws of an eſta- 
„ bliſhed Church, and differ only in de- 
e gree :. it is all of human authority. 
= he opinions by which the different 
* congregations of diſſenters are diſtin- 
* guiſhed from one another, and from 
the eſtabliſhed Church, are, in fact, 
„ the confeſſions of faith. of thoſe con- 
ag gregations z and thee all conſiſt of 
* hanian. opinions: The truth is, nei- 
ther we nor they are in fault for uſing 
_ «© theſe human inſtruments, it is a mat- 
« ter not of choice, but of neceſlity 
ſuch is the nature God hath given us, 
« that without them men cannot be 
made to act together: there can be no 


« ſociety either civil or religious, P- 18. 
N N AS 


— 
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As far as this paragraph ſtates a matter 


of fact, inſtead of arguing from it as you 
do, I am inclined to reprobate the con- 


duct it deſcribes; except as to the regu- 
lations of time, place, and manner of 
worſhip. As to time and place, theſe are 


not peculiar to religious ſocieties, and are 


eaſily regulated by common ſenſe, and 
common convenience. If, indeed, a pe- 
culiar ſanctity be affixed to certain times, 


and the obſervance of them be enacted as 


a mark of being Chriſtians, the Apoſtle 
hath decided upon the obligation to ob- 
ſerve: ſuch ſeaſons, and declared againſt 


the impoſition of them. Rom. xiv. Col. 


11..20. e ; 
With reſpect to the manner of worſhip,.. 
whether by this be meant the poſture or 


the mode of prayer (1. e. whether it 


ſhould be conducted by a ſtated liturgy, . 


or be wholly left to the invention and diſ- 


cretion of the miniſter) ſome agreement is 


undoubtedly neceſſary. If it be granted that 


the New Teſtament hath decided nothing, 


by precept or precedent, on this point, 
then each ſociety muſt be left to its judg- 
ment and choice. Which ever mode be. 


adopted, no new rite is added to Chriſti- 


anity ; and provided no human explana- 
tions of the doctrines: of the Goſpel be 
blended. 
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blended with the devotions, it is not 
very material whether Chriſtianity be ex- 


hibited by devotional forms, printed in 


a book, or only by a temporary clothing 


of the Jeans it affords, in the words of a 


miniſter. The ground of complaint in 


either caſe, ariſes from the liturgy or the 


prayer of the miniſter taking a decided 


part between different Chriſtians, and thus 
laying an embargo of filence on all who 


do not aſſent to the opinion they convey. 


JF ſociety convey its peculiar o- 
pinions in a confeſſion of faith or in 
its prayers, how commonly ſoever this 
may be done, inſtead of ſaying with you, 


Sir, chat ſuch ſocieties are not in fault, 


1 muſt be allowed to fay, that, in my 
opinion, they art greatly in fault; 
and in fault where there is no neceſſity 
for it. There is no neceſſity, that any 
ſociety 'fhould introduce into its devo- 


tions, diſcriminating ideas concerning. 


particular, doctrines of Chriſtianity, or 
make an agreement in them the condi- 
tion of admiſſion to its communion. 
The Eunuch was admitted to the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, and received into 
the kingdom of Chriſt, upon a moſt 
7 mple creed; *I believe that Jeſus 

Chriſt is the Son of God.” The pray- 


ers and devotional apoſtrophes throughout 


\ the 


1 


the New Teſtament, turn upon ſuch 


points of doctrine, as all Chriſtians agree 
in. It is ſurely: then a matter of 
choice,“ not of neceſſity, that later 
Chriſtians have made their confeſſions of 
faith more complex, and thus their pray- 
ers are drawn up in the language of con- 
troverſial decifions. There was ſociety 
in the days of 'the apoſtles; there was 
ſociety in the times of the firſt Chriſti- 
ans, without theſe inſtruments. The 
nature God hath given to 2, I pre- 
ſume, doth not ſo much differ from the 


| nature He gave them, that our age ſhould 
require, in this reſpect, what was not 


neceſſary then. 
I have the pleaſure of nforinitg you, 


Sir, that there are ſocieties of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, whoſe natures are ſo hap- 
pily framed as not to need theſe inftru- 


ments, theſe confeſſions of faith, theſe 


particular opinions incorporated with their 
devotions: among whom miniſters are 
ordained without any particular confeſſion 
of their faith®*, among whom a great va- 


* See Sermon, &c. at the ordination of the Rev. 
Mr. pa Smith, at Sidmouth, in Devonſhire, June 
the 24th, 1778; and at the ordination of Mr. Bow- 
den, at Leeds, October 7, 1778; and the like ſer- 
vices at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Samuel Evans, 


at I camar „ in Somerſetſbire, December 27, 1780. 
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of ſerving ſuch a ſociety. of the Baptiſt perſuaſion, 


riety of opinions on particular points is 
to be found, and to whoſe communion 


members are admitted only on the gene- 


ral ground of being Chriſtians : by whom 


a worthy clergyman, ſuch as his writ- 
ings beſpeak Mr. Sturges to be, did his 


Church allow him even occaſionally to 


join them, would be received to the 


Lord's Supper with devout and benevo- 
2 e. 

I behold ſocieties formed: and acting 
1 ſo enlarged principles of Chriſtian 
liberty with reverence and affection. I 


reflect upon my connexion with Diſſen- 
ters, whoſe principles alone admit, and 
evidently tend to, ſuch enlargements and 


liberality of communion, with a glow 


of generous ſatisfattion. I cannot ex- 


preſs the felicity of being one of them 


better, than in the words of one who has 
done me the honour to reckon me among 
his friends, and who was lately with us. 
By being a Diſſenter J ſecure that free- 


< dom of mind, which is the birth- 
«© right and unalterable privilege of every 
* rational creature. Theology is 


that ſcience, ſays Mr. Locke, which 
«© would truly enlarge men's minds, were 


*The author of theſe ſlrictures, has the happineſs 


66 it 


1 

* it ſtudied and permitted to be ſtudied 

* every where with that impartiality, 
* love of truth, and charity which it 
6 teaches. e Notwithſtanding all that [5 
| has been ſaid by a very able . of 
̃ * your Church, I cannot but think that 
the knowledge of divinity, like every 
other kind of ſcience, is progreſſive. 
Science reſembles that golden tree in 
the Æneid, from whoſe ſtem, when one : 
= «© branch was cut off, another immedi- p 
| © ately germinated. Happily free from 
| any human reſtraint on our mental 
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„powers, we can impartially uſe ou. 
underſtanding in the examination of 
5 ſcripture ; and having no undue bias #4 


« in favour of any ſyſtem, are: moſt: {þ 
J likely to arrive at the poſſeſlion- of 0 
| * truth. For you muſt allow that the _ 
* free ſtudy of the divine-Oracles, is at ; 
* leaſt indirectly diſcouraged, by annex 
| ing honours and rewards to the belief 


«* of ſome opinions, and connecting with. |! 

l *© others loſſes and diſgraces®.” And per- ; 

;  Haps you, Sir, would not. much ies þ 
with that worthy gentleman, were you 
to review. and weigh. carefully. the. obſer-- | | 
> | ; 


; — 6 Sir H. Trelowny 8 Letter to the Rev. Mr. Alcock, 


ah 24, 20. 
"op vation 
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vation which you have made at the 
beginning of page 130, vis. That 
the liberty taken by the clergy, and 
carried to ſuch a degree as we ſome- 
times ſee it, may not itſelf be very 
conſiſtent with the ſpirit of our o/d Church, 
and the forms of her egal conſtitution. 

One remark more, which you offer on 
this head, merits diſtinct notice. You 
argue, that „We all, I preſume, acknow- 
« ledge God to be the ſupreme governor 
of the world. We are all, I ſup- 
* poſe, ready to allow” that it is from 
« Him we derive our notions of juſtice: 
„ that it is his will we ſhould exerciſe 
% this virtue to our fellow-creatures. 
* But did any reaſonable man ever con- 
e clude from hence, that making laws 
« for the purpoſes of practical juſtice 
% among men was impious with re- 
ce ſpect to God, was intrenching on bis 
* Pvereigaty : D. 6 

Under this plauſible and ingenious. 
method of reafoning, things are con- 
founded, which I am almoſt ready t 
think, upon a cloſer reflection, you, Sir, 
will perceive to be totally different. To 
juſtify the concluſion you would ſupport, 
by this ſtrain. of argument, it ſeems ne- 
ceſſary to ſhew, that our ideas of the 
plan of worſhip, which we have receiv- 


ed 


„ 
ed from God, and our knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, are derived to us in the 
ſame manner as are all our other ideas; 
as thoſe of benevolence, beauty, har- 
mony, juſtice, &c. But is there not 
ſomething peculiar, diſtinguiſhing, and 


diſcriminating, in the derivation of thoſe | 


religious ideas which Chriſtianity affords 
us? Theſe are conveyed to us by an ex- 
preſs revelation. All that we know con- 
cerning God, by Chriſt Jeſus, is more 
than the reſult of any natural operations 
of the human mind, or of ſcientific in- 
ſtruction. It is the matter of expreſs 
and extraordinary diſcovery, where rea- 


ſon was in the dark and knew nothing. 


To argue from the appointment of 


laws for the purpoſes of practical juſtice, 


to the appointment of forms and opini- 
ons for the purpoſes of public religion, 
you ſhould be able to appeal in the for- 


mer caſe to a code of juſtice derived from 


God, as we can, in the latter, to a 


model of religious worſhip, and a ſyſtem 


of faith explicitly communicated from 


Heaven. You ſhould ſhew that both 


theſe codes need the addition of human 
laws, and an illuſtration of human opinions 
authoritatively ſuperadded to each. Let 
it be ſuppoſed, that there exiſted a com- 
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plete body of legiſlation on the ſubje& 
of diſtributive juttice, adapted to all na- 
tions and to all ages, communicated to 
mankind in ſome former period from 
Heaven, and which had received the ſeal 
of miracles: would not any nation in- 
trench on the ſovereignty of God, its au- 
thor, if it preſumed: to make other laws 
of practical juſtice? This, we think, is 
the caſe with reſpect to religious faith 
and worſhip. We preſume, that the 
Son hath ſhown us the Father, and taught 
us his will, and that we are complete in 
Chriſt: We therefore conclude, that it 
is intrenching on the authority of that 
Being, in whoſe name he ſpoke, to make 
neceſſary an agreement in forms, which 
He hath not appointed, and opinions. 


which he hath not expreſſed. 


ABT 


15 } 
LETTER: v1 


N the preceding letters have been 
conſidered the principles, on which 


you, Rev. Sir, are pleaſed to reſt your 


vindication of the national eſtabliſhment. 
The candid and impartial reader muſt 
judge between us, how far. thoſe prin- 
ciples are juſt and ſcriptural in them- 
ſelves, or how fortunate hath been your 
application of them. In neither reſpect 
do The conſiderations” ſatisty my 
mind. 
But if even they carried conviction to 
my judgment, they would go only part 
of the way towards reconciling me to 
conformity. There are many other things, 
which it may be preſumed, as you paſs 
them over in ſilence, you ſuſpected to be 
not very defenſible. 

The various objections which lie a- 
gainſt the book of common- prayer, the 
impoſition of certain ceremonies and 
habits, the appointment of various holy- 


days, which is a relict of pagan idolatry, 


a glaring inſtance of ſuperſtition and will- 
works 
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worſhip, and its favouring of idolatry, 


at leaſt as to thoſe days which are devoted 
to certain Saints; the oath of canonical 
obedience, the intolerant ſpirit of the 
Athanejan creed, the worſhip of a trinity 
in unity and unity in trinity, inſtead of 
the ONE GOD and FATHER of all; nay, 
and the worſhip of the Almighty under 
a bodily form, as when he is invoked by 
his nativity and circumciſion, his agony 


and bloody ſweat, his cr and paſſion, 


his death and burial. THESE are things 
which require to be well ſupported and 


clearly defended. 


To you, Sir, it ſeems that ſuch points 
are only the ſubje& of Paltry contro- 


« verſies,” and are no more than “ trif- 


„ling particulars, p. 1283 147. 80 a 
Popiſb writer would call the differences 
between your Church and his, © trifling 
++ particulars.” To this effect a late 
writer of that communion freely aſ- 
« ſerts, That the Proteſtant Church of 
England, and tne. Catholics, are di- 
e vided by very thin partitions *. Ano- 
ther writer tells us, That every poſi- 
tive article of i is, in a manner, 
©& taken from the Roman Catholic faith; 


State and behaviour of Engliſh Catholics, p. 148. 
| 66 and, 


1 69 
and, beſides the holy Bible, the rule 


of that faith remains in part the ſame, 


das the Apoſtle's creed, the Athanaſian 


creed, the four firſt general councils, 


* antient fathers of the Church. There 
is nearly the fame hierarchy: very little 


difference of the language, and what 
regards the interceſſion of ſaints. The 


* former worſhip has alſo been preſerv- 


* ed; the particular and decent garb of 


8 eccleſiaſtics, the uſe of the ſurplice, 


« of the ſign of the croſs in baptiſm, 


„ bowing at the name of Jeſus. The 
& fame days are allotted for commemo- 
rating the myſteries of the Chriſtian 
religion, organs, bells, and even pla- 


«<< cing the . communion-table*.” On 


theſe grounds a Romrſh Prieſt, I pre- 


ſume, may atk, what ſignifies, Sir, i 


maintaining a diſſent from or holding a 
controverſy with the Church, with 


which you ſo nearly agree? When there 


is an agreement in things, undoubtedly 


according to your eſtimate good and im- 


* See a quotation given in Archdeacon Blackburn's 
conſiderations on the preſent ſtate of Popery, p. 475 
1985 the note. 


portant 


and a regard for the authority of the 
variations in the prayers, except the 


more minute or ceremonial part of the 


4 
v F 
— Nl I 


E 0 
- - — — — 


[ 701 


portant, Poſterity, in time, will deſpiſe 


<< verſies, with which the differences 
between the Church of England and the 
Church of Rome are fomented. 

Theſe points of agreement between 
the two Churches, (and in which Diſ- 
ſenters differ from both) I ſhould be apt 
to think are not * trifling particulars ;” 


in, and furniſh his advocates with ſo cloſe 
and plauſible an argument ad Hominem. To 
a rational, judicious, enlightened Chriſ- 
tian, can any additions to the religion of 
Chriſt, any mere human inventions, 
which enervate its energy and corrupt 
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Or can he juſtly deem that a * paltry 


back to the faith as it is in Jeſus? 
Ho inconſiderable or friſling ſoever * 
ſome of theſe particulars appear in them - 
PLS, ſelves, 
* Poſterity will deſpiſe and forget moſt of the 
* paltry controverſies with which our differences are 
continued and formed.” We agree in ſo many 
things which are good and important, that I ſhould 
never, by choice, dwell on many of the zrifiing 
« particulars in which we differ.” ConsIiDERa- 
TIONS, p. 128, and p. 147. With reſpect to the con- 
ſideration advanced above, I beg leave to ſet againſt 
Mr. Sturges's diſparaging terms, the words of our 
5 . | | great 


and forget moiſt of the ** paltry contro- 


fince they are ſo many marks of the man of 


Ao 2 - 2 py by 


» = 


its ſimplicity, < be trifling particulars?” 


| by controverſy,” by ; which he 18 called 
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ſelves, yet they acquire a ſerious weight and 
importance, from the circumſtance of a 
miniſter in the Church of England, not 
being allowed to deviate from them, to 
omit or alter them; not even in the 
moſt ſolemn duties, in the ſervice and 
worſhip of the Gop of TRUTH, where 


the greateſt ſimplicity and ſincerity ſhould 


be obſerved. | When I have heard clergy- 
men themſelves ſpeak of the things re- 
quired of them in their miniſterial ca- 
pacity and duties, I have felt the inſtan- 
taneous emotions of gratitude riſing in 


my heart to the Providence, that hath . 


not fixed me in a ſtation, where my ſin- 
cerity would be put to fo frequent trials. 
I muſt be allowed to advance one ſtep 
further, and to ſay, that theſe © trifling 
« particulars,” on the ſame ground, 
nearly concern the lait) as well as the 
clergy : for they are confined to the uſe 
of the liturgy, with which, as (it has 
been ſtrongly expreſſed) the doctrines of 
the Church are interwoven*®. © The 


great Lord and Maſter, on particulars equally trifling 
with thoſe which furniſh Difſenters with objections 
againſt the Church: In vain Do THEY WORSHIP 
ME, TEACHING FOR DOCTRINES' THE COMMAND= 
MEN'TS OF MEN. Matt. xv. 9. 


„Sir H. . Trelawney s Letter to Mr. Alcock, p. 26. 
. prayers 
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7 prayers pronounced by the miniſter, 
* and addreſſed to God, as you juſtly 
* obſerve, ought to be ſuch, as all the 
* congregation can join in and make 
their own; whereas the ſermons are 
„ addrefled to the congregation, who 
« are not to make them their own, but 
* to hear and judge of them. The ab- 
„ ſurdity, if there be any in the ſermon, , 
« js only the miniſter's: if in the pray- 
e ers, the congregation muſt adopt it, 
“ or mult not pray.” _ 

This is a true ſtate of the caſe; but 
then it rather aggravates the importance 
of the particulars, in which we differ 
from your: Church. The laity, with 
you, are ſuppoſed to poſſeſs a conſiderable 
advantage in being able before-hand, to 
form a judgment of the ſentiments ex- 
preſſed in the prayers, and of the language 
and diction in which they are clothed ; 
and are thus enabled to attend the wor- 
ſhip prepared to make every part their 
own. In all fair conſtruction, their at- 
tendance upon a worſhip, with which 
they are previouſly acquainted, implieth 
an approbation. of every thing contained 
in it, and a preference of it to every 
other form of devotion. But as, to a 
Diſſenter, there appear in theſe forms, 

i an 
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an irregularity and confuſion of method; 


in ſome inſtances a great deficiency, and 


in other reſpects a ſuperfluous redundan- 
cy; ſome things improper, and ethers 
inconſiſtent with truth; ſome things not 
reconcileable to ie benevolence, and 
others too much ſavouring only of popiſn 
errors *; ſome abſurd and enormous ſen- 


timents incorporated into it; and above 
all, a groſs deviation from the ſcriptural 
deſcriptions of the objeck of worſhip, and 
corruption of the doctrine of the une 


Unity :---If to a Diſſenter the Liturgy ap- 
| pear thus exceptionable, is it only a 
„ trifling” matter, that by the uſe of it 


he ſhould appear to. approve of what he 


greatly diſlikes, ſhould adopt a language 


his heart condemns; and avow in his de- 


votions doctrines which his judgment 


rejects. If theſe be © trifling matters of 


difference, then godly ſimplicity and 
* ſincerity are only trifling points. 


To worſhip the ALMIGHTY in forms, 
which we have ſo well conſidered, as to 
be convinced that they are erroneous, ap- 


pears to me to approach him premedi- 
tately with a lie in our right hands; and, 
while we offer up ſuch prayers, to pro- 


* Palmer's 'Difſenter's Catechiſm, p. 41—47, 
tth Edit. 
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nounce our own condemination, What 


would an earthly Sovereign think of any 


let of his ſubjects, who approached him 


with an addreſs which he was ſenſible, 
they themſelves were convinced, expreſſed 
ſentiments that they did not believe, and 
was chärgeable with abſurdities and im- 


proprieties, at which their judgment re- 


volted. Can it then be only “ a paltry 


0 Controverſy” to diſcuſs or to attempt 
to ſettle, the propriety and truth of the 
forms, with which we draw nigh to the 
throne of that:Being, who requireth truth 
in the inward parts? 


I cannot diſmiſs your deſcription of the 


| -particulars, in which we differ, without. 
enumerating ſome of them. The Con- 


troverſy between us is no leſs than this: 
Whether our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: ſhall 


be regarded as ſole head in his Church; 


or any earth potentate ſhall aſſume the 


powers of legiflation with him? 


Whether Chriſt's kingdom mall re- 
main, according to the firſt ſentlement 


of it, not f this world; or ſhall be in- 
corporated with worldly conſtitutions, 
and become a part f the ftate ? 


Whether the Scriptures ſhall be receiv- 


ed as the 22 rult of faith or the thirty- 


- : nine 


. 

nine Articles, ſhall be ſubſcribed as tie 
criterion of truth and orthodoxy yx 

Whether the religion of Chriſt be com- 
plete in itſelf; or needs the additions and 
inventions of men? . otic 1 

Whether Chriſtians mall 1 judge for 
themſelves what decency. and order: re- 
quire : or ſhall be ſubject to impoſitions 
from others, from the magiſtrate or coun- 
cils, under the eee of — and 
order f id, 10 
Whether Chriſtians ſhalt: my at liberty 
to lay aſide the corruptions which have 
been blended with their holy Faith, and 
to avail themſelves of rr gk light and 
enquiry to reſtore the profeſſion: of it to its 
original purity and fimplicity®; or ſhall be 
bound down to the ſame. preſcribed articles 
and unvaried forme? 
Theſe are the particulars: which are 
debated between. us: , and. if 7heſe be 
hs trifling particulars, it will not be eaſy 
to conceive what is important: for Zhe/z 
Hboints involve in them the honour of our 
Religion the authority of the Scriptures 
---and our allegiance to the grent E ou 
of our Faith. 
There alio appears to me to 33s A great 
and inſurperable difficulty. i in. the terms 
D ener 


VV 
of Holy Orders and of Induction * to a | 
Living, which require the candidate, | 
willingly and ex animo, to ſubſcribe, that 
the book of Common Prayer, and of or- 
dering of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
contains ndthing in it contrary to the 
word of God, and that he himſelf will 
uſe the ſame ; and which, in the latter 
caſe, exact a ſolemn declaration of un- 

Feigned aſſent and conſent to all and every 
thing contained in, and preſcribed by, the 
book of Common Prayer; a declaration 
ſometimes made by thoſe, who have been 
ung: BNET HR to Proauns and who 


It is ones of 18 to ba Gdabbed, that crop 
ſubſcribe three articles contained in the thirty-ſix 
Canons; one of which ie, that the book of Common 1 
Prayer, and of ordering of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- | 
cons containeth in it, NOTHING CONTRARY TO THE 
Word of Gop, and that it may lawfully be uſed ; 
and that he himſelf will uſe the form in the book pre- 
ſcribed in public prayer and adminiſtration of the Sa- 
craments, and NONE OTHER. © - 

Another article in the thirty-fixth Cham; is; that 
he alloweth the book of Articles of Religion, agreed 
upon by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both pro- 
vinces, and the whole Clergy in the Convocation 
holden at London, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
ſand five hundred and ſixty- two; and that he ac- 
knowledgeth ALL, and EVERY the ARTICLES therein 
contained, being in number nine and thirty, beſides 
the ratification, to be AGREEABLE to the word of God, 
GREY'S Eeclefiaſtical Las: o. 48. 


earneſtly 


11 
earneſtly with; a revifion of the fublic 
forms. 

Indeed Link rather ſurprized, Sir, that 
you ſhould paſs over in ſilence the whole 
buſineſs of ſubſcription. Much, undoubt- 
edly, hath been ſaid upon it. But much 
more needs to be ſaid on it, to reconcile 
the requiſition or practice of it, to the ex- 
preſs command of our Lord; Call. no 
man maſter, one is your maſter, even 
Chriſt: and to ſhew that a man can 
honeſtly ſay, he doth, ex animo, ſubſcribe 
to Articles of Faith, which he doth not 
believe, and would moſt gladly. be ex- 
cuſed from ſubſcribing... . 

«« Notwithſtanding: the various and | 
plauſible excuſes, ſays a good writer, 
«© which ingenious man have dextrouſly 
*© framed, I muſt think that :ſubſcripti» 

„ ons to artiehs we do not believe, is 2 
_ *© diſhoneſt and prevaricating Þulineſs. 
4% To declare in the moſt ſolemn manner 
before God my judge, that I heartily 
aſſent to what in my conſcience, after 
£ much examination, I think is falſe and 
« unſcriptural, is ſurely ſuch a trifling 
with an oath, as cannot be. juſtified in 
* any rational being, much jeſs in one 
Who is to be the teacher and example 
of righteouſneſs. Dr. in: has 
2192118 PZ +: 6. alkred. 


aſked ſome momentous queſtions, al- 

together deſerving the attention of 
_ thoſe Gentlemen who remain in your 
Church notwithſtanding their, diſſatiſ- 
“ faction. Can they ſolemnly profeſs in 
their own perſons, ſaying, I believe 
before God in the face of a congre- 
gation aſſembled for divine worſhip, 
and yet not believe what they profeſs 

their belief of? Again, if they ſolemn- 
ly addreſs God in terms containing what 


« they verily think à falſhood, is there 


not a lie in their mouths * ?” ? 

J thank you, Sir, for the candid and 
liberal things ſaid on the ſubject of Tole- 
ration. Juſt; ſentiments on this head can- 
not be too often repeated; and whenever 


they are advanced, can ſcarcely fail of 


doing ſome good. 


How far the handſome things you have 


faid of the ſpirit and temper of many of 

the Clefgy, will prove that the Church, 

in its conſtitution and laws, is a friend to 
Toleration, mult be left to the judgment 


of thoſe who know that its devotions ſtill 


retain the Atbanaſian Anathema---that its 


canons ſtill denounce curſes and excom- 


munications on thoſe, who may cenſure 


its articles and government---and that its 
* _—_ Trelawney Letter to Mr. Alcock, p. 21, 22. 


articles 
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articles do not breathe the moſt liberal 
ſpirit. While theſe things remain, how 
excellently ſoever ſome of its Clergy may 
plead for Toleration, and write in favour 
of liberty, the conſtitution of the Church 
will reflect no honour on its temper. We 
ſincerely regret that a majority of its dig- 
nitaries could, for two ſeſſions of parlia- 
ment, be deaf to the petitions of their 
diſſenting brethren. When we recollect 
and reflect, that the conſtitution of the 
Church remains unaltered, we cannot be 
without ſome degree of fear *, | 

| | Even 


* „ Nothing can more plainly ſhew the uncertain- 
ty of it (i. e. the mild and liberal way of thinking, 
which has of late years prevailed) with regard to the 
people, than the late outrages againſt the Papiſts, 
which can only be defended upon the popiſh principle 
of perſecution, Nor can there be a plainer proof, 
that all is not right in our governors, than the con- 
tinuance of the preſent ſtatutes againſt hereſy, found- 
ed upon the ſame perſecuting principle; by which 
- every man in England is now ſubject to a legal con- 
demnation, as I have ſhewn elſewhere. (Ben. Mord. 
let. 1, 40.) It is true, indeed, that our preſent Mi- 
Niſters are not bigotted, and have neyer perſecuted for 
religious opinions; but, as ignorance is the child of 
diſlipation, and bigotry of ignorance, the preſent ſpi- 
rit may change in the natural viciſſitude of things; 
and there would be no great wonder if all the miſ- 
chief which now lies dormant in thoſe penal ſtatutes, 

ſhould be let looſe upon the poſterity of thoſe half- 
principled Proteſtants, who now maintain them, not 
RE | knowing, 
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Even Mr. Sturges advances one thing 
on this ſubject, that is hardly confiſtent 


with the liberal ſentiments that adorn his 
pages. He denies the right of thoſe Who 
diſſent from the Church to the civil of- 
fices and emoluments of the ſtate, p. 45, 


46. On all you ſay on this head, I beg 
leave to offer one remark. Is it not 207 
in the ſtate to avail herſelf of the wiſdom 
and probity of any of its members? Have 


not all, who are poſſeſſed of equal under- 


ſtanding and probity, an equal claim to 
the emoluments of the ſtate, when their 


probity gives them merit, and their un- 
derſtanding fits them to ſerve it? Can 
different ideas on ſpeculative points, or 


different rituals 'in. religion, be pleaded 
in bar againſt political merit? If ſo, then 
the man for conſcience towards God is a 


ſufferer from the ſtate ; and. negative pe- 
nalties form a degree and kind of perſe- 
cution. | So far the Toleration is not com- 


plete ; nor doth the magiſtrate look upon 


all 257 dutiful bee with an e ang | 


impartial eye. 


knowing, or not caring, what ſpirit they are of. Prricu- 

loſe plenum opus aleg tractant, & incedunt per ignes, 

22 ſtos cineri doloſa. This is the beſt that can be ſaid 
the imprudent conduct, in not oppoſing ſuch a 

danger While it is in their power.“ 

? nl 3 on the Grand Apoſtacy, by M. Ti ar, 7 5. 
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„ 
But you, Sir, intimate, that the prin- 
ciples of Diſſenters concerning Church 


government, are unfavourable to ſome 


parts of our civil conſtitution; and that 
therefore it is not proper for the ſtate to 
inveſt them with an authority which may 


operate to her own prejudice, p. 46, 47. 


This inſinuation bears hard upon us. It 
is ſcarcely to be reconciled with equity, 
much leſs with liberality of temper, to 
advance ſo invidious a charge without 
producing proofs, without pointing out 
the principles that have ſo unfavourable 


an aſpect on the civil conſtitution. Were 


our principles of ſuch a nature and jinflu- 
ence, when the Diſſenters took fo active 
a part in the reſtoration of Charles the Se- 


" cond, in the transfer of the crown to 


William the Third, and in the ſettlement 
of it on the Houſe of Hanover ? Nay, 
were they unfavourable to the civil con- 
ſtitution, even in the oppoſition made to 
the meaſures of government purſued by 


Charles the Firſt, when they controuled 


his attempts to ſubvert that conſtitution. 
We wiſh you, Sir, not to paſs over in 
filence, but plainly to recur to ** paſt 
tranſactions, p. 46.” The appeal will not 
be invidious ; but the apparent delicacy 
that only hints at them is too much ſo; 
| 4 ; The 


[ 82 } | 
The truth is, that by the cv// conſti- 
tution you appear to mean the eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution ; or the connexion of the lat- 


ter with the former. For p. 47, you ob- 
ſerve, „the general operation of theſe 
7 principles, when carried to the degree 
% to which we now ſee them carried, is 
<« not favourable to the whole of our pre- 
.*© ſent conſtitution in Church and State, 
e which are not without reaſon confi-. 
„ dered as connected in their intereſts.” 
Here, in the room of the words, * 
Parts of our civil conſtitution,” are ſub- 


ſtituted the words, „the whole of our 1 


conftitution in Church and State.” Dif- 
ferent terms are ſlipt into the concluſion 


from what are uſed in the firſt poſition. 


The natural tendency of thus implying” 
different words in different. parts of the, 
fame argument, where a perfect coinci- 
dence of ideas ought to be preſerved i 18-== 
to miſlead the judgment of the careleſs, 
and to inflame the reſentment of the pre- 
judiced. This is a management of an ar 
gument, which on the review of it, I 
ſhould conceive that you, Sir, will think 
is not entitled to the praiſe of: candour or 
fairneſs. 21; 6 51 

It is true, that the pridciples of Diſ- 


| Jenters are not t favourable. to an alliance 
between 


Sir 
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„„ 
between the Chriſtian Church and the 
State, nor to the eſtabliſhment of Epiſ- 


copacy; but then it is alſo true, that they 


are equally unfavourable to the connexion 
of any religious form of government with 
the State; and the Diſſenters of this age 
equally rep robate the Preſbyterian eſtabliſh- 

ment in the times of the commonwealth, 
as that of Epiſcopacyunder monarchs. But 
they think, that their zealous efforts, 


their cordial concurrence with the Biſbops, 


under the reigns of a ſecond Charles and 
James, and on the death of Queen Anne, 
to preſerve the whole conſtitution in 


Church and State, and to guard againſt 


the inroads of popiſh tyranny, entitles 


them to a more generous repreſentation 
of their principles, than to be held up as 
' perſons. to whom the State cannot WINE 
prudence delegate authority. b 
This is not the only place in which, 
Sir, you forget your uſual liberality. In 
p. 21, 22. you ſpeak of a © principle of 
Eccleſiaſtical Independence as not peculiar 
to popery; but as ſubſiſting under other 
forms, and being the ruling maxim of 
other Churches.” Here 1 am almoſt 
tempted to aſk Mr. Sturges, does he not 
now, that he confounds claims totally 
GANSU | D The Eccleſiaſtical Indepen- 
dence 
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dence peculiar to popery, and claimed in 
the dark ages of its power was, that all 
ecclęſiaſtical perſons were independent of 
the controul of the civil Magiſtrate; and, 
whatever crimes they had committed, not 
amenable to his tribunal. Mr. Sturges 


 knoweth, that the Diſſenters claim no 


ſuch eee independence. He 
knoweth, that they do not aim at an ex- 
emption from the Jariſdictiog of the Ma- 
giſtrate? All the independence they wiſh 
to preſerve is, the independence of pri- 
vate judgment in religion; a right to try 
all things, to ſearch the Scriptures, and to 
worſhip the Almighty according to their 


own conſcience, without fear or moleſta- 


tion; ſuch an independence as Mr. Sturges 
himſelf argues every religious Society 
ought to poſſeſs; ſuch an independence as 
the Church of England aſſerts againſt the 
authority of the Pope, and the deciſions 


of the Council of Trent. It is ſurpriſing, 


that ſentences which contain ſuch unfair 
repreſentations of us, that have ſo much 
the appearance of an artful and dangerous 
attempt, to awaken the jealouſy of the 
civil powers---it is ſurpriſing that ſuch 
ſentences ſhould eſcape from the pen of 
Mr. Sturges; a Gentleman who evident- 


ly wiſhes to preſerve the appearances of 
n= 5 | candour 
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candour and liberality---and who cenſures 
Mr. Robinſon. 

But it is with pleaſure that I can ap- 
peal from theſe paſſages, to a writer whoſe 
verdict will certainly have weight with 
you, Sir, and with thoſe that approve 
„ the Conſiderations.” I refer. to the 
handſome conceſſions made in this ver 
piece, p. 39, 40. The:chief.cauſes of 

political diſagreement between the Diſ- 
ſenters and ourſelves, have long ceaſed; 
from the Revolution, we have been 
* ALL embarked on the ſame bottom of 
* the. ſettlement. then made; and THEY: 
have had the merit of being, both from 
© PRINCIPLEANdINTEREST, CONSTANT. 


„ pRIENDs to it, and to. the ſucceſſors 


„ of the. preſent Royal, Family. We 
have from that time conſidered THEIR: 
„ intereſts as united with our own in the 
*©-cauſe of civil Liberty, which has for 
its foundation. that, ſettlement and ſuc- 
« cefion; and it much concerns both 
us and THEM, not to be perſuaded by 
any UNJUST SUSPICIONS,..Or-party vi- 
*« olence, that we: are not ſtill friends, 
K. ane our GREAT INTERESTS ſtill the 

«© SAME. 
R me to add, that the ſentiment 
which has here eſcaped from mw pen, 
3 bears 


N 
5 
, | 
12 
* 
L 
1 : 
{ 
! | 
* , 
+ 
*, 
7 
f | 
. ; 
' 
N f 


| [ 86 1 


bears too near a conformity to the inſi- 
dious policy of the Emperor Julian. 


An ungenerous diſtinction, the hiſto- 
rian informs us, was admitted into his 
mind and counſels, that according to the 
difference of their religious ſentiments, 
one part of his ſubjects deſerved his fa- 
vour and friendſhip, while the other was 
entitled only to the common benefits that 
juſtice could not refuſe to an obedient 
people. Acting upon this principle, he 
deprived the Chriſtians of all the tempo- 
ral honours and advantages which ren- 
dered them reſpectable in the eyes of the 
world *.“ You, Sir, will reprobate 1 
conduct of Julian; and, I would 


ſuade myſelf, are ready to retract the len- 
timent, which, if juſt, would palliate 


and vindicate it. 

One thing more and I have done. In 
all that you have advanced concerning 
the claims of the Clergy, to equal world- 
ly advantages and emoluments with thoſe 


| which the learned profeſſions, or the ci- 
vil and mercantile departments afford ſuch 


as engage in them---the peculiar nature 
of the clerical character and office, ſeems 
to be over-looked. He, who chooſes the 
* Gibbon s Hiſtory of the Decline and Fall of the 
Reman 9 vol. ii. p. 3090, 301, 4to. 

office 
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4 of a Chriſtian Miniſter, is to be 
conſidered in a very different light from 
him, who fills any of the civil employ- 
ments of life. They evidently refer to 
this world only, and look no farther. 
They are to ſerve the intereſts of the pre- 
 fent ſtate. Here is the reward of the lat- 
ter to be expected and received.---But 
the paſtoral character refers principally, I 
apprehend, to a future ſtate; where the 
reoecompence and the fruits of it are to be 
reaped in the everlaſting SALVATION of 
thoſe, who have been formed by it to 
virtue and holineſs---and in the crown 
of GLORY that FADETH NOT AWAY, 
| which the great Shepherd and Biſhop of 
Souls will beſtow on the FAITHFUL 
'Y* pPasror. 


IT am, with reſpect, " 
> Reverend Sir, 


5 Vour obedient, 
Taunton, , | 

Aug. 7, 1781, | 

| Humble Servant. 
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